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To the Honoutlble 
Sir PAUL WHICHCOT 
Knight and Baronet. 


} Am embol- 
EX dened by the 
FE ſingular Vet: 

85 tucs and 0- 
ther wotthy *- Fndow- 
ments I have been an 
Admirer of ' in You, to 
make choice of Your=- 
felf to be the Patron: of 
the following Diſcourſe: 
And 


The E pit Dedicaty. 


4rd d.the, Law of -Grati= 
e commands me like- 
wiſe, to take thisdccaſi- 
f10n of making athank- 
tul Acknqwkedgment of 
themany] Favours; -which, 
as, wiyorthy: as, I. have 
_ of SY. Dy Pave 
regeived from you. 
un 49-59 this! Treat 
and it Authour, 1Hleace 
belt, FAMCS ;AYCg;) an 
regard of the nepr;Re- 
On. Ic focar,, to him, 


Onely 


-—_ aan RN XX, _ © Meaww Lo} bas s = TA, Hun ws Aga tor. 


T be..Eiftle Daditators. 


Onely this I would ſug 
geſt, That hnce he had 
not-prepared it. for the 
Preſs, that "Accuracy 
and Exactneſs ought 
not to_ be lookt for in 
it, "which otherwiſe 
might : be | expected : 

But I doubt not, twill 
have the Approbation of 
all good men, as a Diſ- 
courſe well adapted to 
the Promoting and Fur- 


therance of true Piety. 
And 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


And that it may be ſuc- 
ceſsful to this beſt of 
Ends, is the Hearty 
Prayer of, 


Sy I R, 


Your moſt Obliged Kinſman 
And Humble Servant, 


| John Worthington. 


© — 
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CH L—_— 


w mY 


A 
[DISCOURSE 
ON 

1 Cor. XV. 58, 
Therefore, my beloved Brethren , be ye 
Stedfaſt, Unmoveable, always Abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord, foraſmuch 


as you know that your Labour is not i 
vain in the Lord. 


{4, HESE words are a 
@ moſt juſt Inference 
from that great .Fun- 
damental Truth of 
another State, ano» 
ther Life after the 
Death of this Body, a 

"4544 ah reward and bleſſed 
Immortality after this preſerit Life ; 
which grand impai tant Truth the Apoſtle 
doth aſſert, latgely confirm, and illuftrite 
To. 


A Diſcourſe on n Cor. 15. 58. 


1g this Chapter ; and thar in oppoſition 
to thoſe that denyed the Doctrine of the 
Reſurretion, or of any other Life beſides 
this preſent Life ; as appeared by that 
wicked Speech of theirs, mentioned in 
Verſ. 22. Let us Eat and Drink , for t 
Morrow we ſhall Die ; that is, Let us live 
in pleaſure, be merry and delight our 
Senſes, let us take our fill of the good 
thiogs of this World ; for ro Morrow ae 
Die, for withio a little while we ſhall be 
taken out of this World, Death will come 
*ere long and ſeize on-us, and then there 
will bcanend of us. This 's at large and 
in very lively expreſſions deſcribed in the 
Book of Wiſdom, where wicked Men are 
brought in ſpeaking out the inward 
Atheiim of their Hearts, Ch4p. 2.6, 7,8, 
9. Come on, let us enjoy the prod thing 
that are preſent, ana let ns ſpeedily (0 
earneſily, m0 ai) uſe the Creatures like 
as in Youth, Let us fill our ſelves with 
cotly Wine ana Oyntments ; and tt w 
Flower of the Spring paſs by us, Let u 
Crown our ſelves with Roſe-bua's br fore they 
be with:red, Let noe of us go without 
his part of our Voluptuonſneſs ( or jol:ty) 
let us leave Tokens of onr joyf:lneſs in evo) 
plate, All thisis a larger account of that, 
briefly expreſt by the Apoitle , Let ns 

Lat 
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Eat and Drink. And as it follows , for 
to Morrow we Die; {o upon the like con- 
ſideration do thele in Wiſa. 2. encourage 
themſelves toa Senſual Life, Verſ. 1: Our 
Life is ſhort; Veil. 5. Our time is a very 
ſhaddow that paſſeth away ; and after our 
end there is no returning, And the like 
in Yerſ. 2. 3,4. But let the Senſual 
ones, thoſe that are Atheiſtically difpol- 
ed, talk at this rate, and rejoyce intheir 
Youth ; let them walk in the ways of 
their Hearts, and in the ſight of their 
Eyes; let them mock at the Righteous, 
and account his Life Madneſs, (Wiſa.5.4.) 
They ſhall one day know, That very 
there is a reward to the Righteous, and 
doubtleſs there is a God that juageth in the 
Earth ; The Rezhteons (hall live for ever- 
more, their reward is with the Lord, and 
the care of them is with the moit High ; 
they ſhall recerve a Glorious Kgngdom and 
a Beautiful Crown from the Lords Hand, 
(ſd. 5. 15, 16.) of as the Apoltic 
here , their La*our is 40t (hall aor be ) 
in vain 'n the Lord, 


The Words may be ezfily refalved ;n- 
to theſe Fropolitions, 


1: Chiilians muſt ve Stedfaſs, mell-:roun+ 


B 2 d. da 


A Diſcenrle 51 x Cor. 15. 58, 
ded and rooted in the Faith, ERabliſhed in 
the Trwh. 


2. Chriſtians muſt be Unmoveable in the 
ſion of the Truth , particularly in the 
Profeſſ on of the Faith of the Reſurrettion 


ana a Life to come. 


i 3k muſt always Abound in the 
work of 7A. 


4. Chriſtians have good ground to be af- 
fared that their Libour ſhall not be in vain 
in the Lord. 'They that abound moſt in 
God's work, in the Labours of Religion, 
may perſwade themſelves that they {hall 
not loſe their Reward, their Labour 15 not 
loſt, is not fruitleſs ; bur ſhall certainly 
be rewarded. 


In ſpeaking to which Propoſitions, 
we hall not need to leck for Proot clle- 
where then in the Text : For the follows 
ing Propolition doth fully and pertivent- 
ly prove the former, as thus. Chriſtians 
mult be Stedfa#, tor elſe they cannot be 
Unmoveable, Chriſtians muſt be buth 
Stedtaſt and Unmoviabie, for elle tcy 
w:ll nor , they cannot be Avornding ab 
ways In the work of the Lord. Chriſtians 
mult Abouna in the work of the. Lora , tor 


their LiSogne will not be tn varn 'n the rank 
PROPO. 


de 


in 
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PROPOSITION L 


Chriſtians mu#t be Stedfaſt, w:ll-groun- 
ded and rooted in the Faith, Eſtabliſhed 
in the Truth. 


That the Soul be without knowledge, it 
is not good , faith Solomon, Prov.19 2, 
Here 1s a Litotes, not good, 7. e. itis a 
fad and miſerable condition. But in Heb, 
13. 9. It is a good thing that the Heart be 
eſtabliſhed with Grace ;, that is, in the Go- 
ſpl, be grounded in the Truth of the 
Goſpel ( which is frequently called 
yep; , Grace , in the New Teltament } 
in oppolition to the Moſaica! Law , 
which is here deſcribed by Meats, and 
in Chap. 9. 10. *tis {aid to ſtand only in 
Meats awd Drinks and diverſe Waſhings,&Cc, 

It is S. Pauls advice to Timothy , 
Hold faſt the form of ſound words wiich 
thou haſt heard of me, 2 Tim. 1. 13. The 
word &Torunen Is a ſbort form or draught, 
1 ſummary, no long and tedious buſineſs 
for the Memory , nor made up of many 


Nice and ſubtle Speculations : | The main 


Subſtantials of Religion lie in a little 
room ; they ſhould be delivered briefly, 
and 1n an ealie and evident way ; nor 

B 3. clog'd 


5 


f 


A Diſcourſe on x Cor. 15. 58, 


clog'd with obſcure and intricate No« 
tions, with unneceflary or doubtful O. 
pintons ; ſound or wholeſome words and 
Dottrine, and whar rhat is, 1s plain in 
1 Tim. 6, 3. where wholeſome words, and 
the Dottrine which is according to Goal. 
ne(s are the ſame : That Doctrine which 
is proper and powerful ro beger and t0 
encreaſe 4 Goalike diſpoſition and ' Life, 
this is ſound Lottrine, and it makes ſound 
and healthful Chriſtians : Being well di 
oeſted, it makes ſtrong Men in Chriſt, it 
ſtrengchens the Heart, it makes the Soul 
lively and cheerful, able to Run a Race, 
the Race ſet before us, it n:ends the Con 
{titution and Complexion of rhe Soul. 

Ir was the commendation of the belicy- 


' ers at Rome, that ye obeyea from the Heart 


that Tur yrs, form of Dodtrine deli 
vered unto you, Or unto which ye were atli- 
vered up, &; 5 7r26:33nTe, Rom. 6. 17. 

It becomes Chriltians to be ready to 
give an Anſwer to him that asketh a Rea- 
fon of their hope and Fairh which they 
profeſs, 1 Per. 3.15, + 

They ſhould be knowingly Religious, 
1 Cor 14. 20. BY nat Children in under 
ſtanding:: howbeit in Malice, ti noxiz, t 
wickeane(s, be ye Children (as to innocency 
and harmleſneſs) but in wnderitanding 
be Miz. Reaſon, 
b *4 i 


A Diſcomſe on 1 Cor. 15. 58, 


Reaſon, Chriſtians muſt le Stedfaſt, for 
ſe they cannot be Unmoveable,. 


There can never be Erected and Rear- 
ed up a firmand laſting StruQture of Re- 
ligion, except a good and ſure Foundati- 
on be firlt layd. In Building, that which 
requires the firſt and exattelt care, is the 
Foundation and Ground work ; if that be 
not well ordered, the Builder Builds in 
vain , does .as -good as nothing. The 
Fooliſh Man that Built his Houſe wpon the 
Sand. (as it is Marth, 7,26.) 1s laid to 
Build without a Foundation, (Luk. 6.49.) 
the Savd was a fluid and uncertain botrom, 
nothing could be falten'd to it, as good as 
no Foundation at all : And therefore ir 
was no wonder that the Hovſe Built upon 
the Sand fel immeatately, ( #4; no: 
faith Luke) when the Rain, Floods and 
Winds beat upon the Houſe : As on 
the contrary, the Houſe which the Wife 
Min Builr, was unmoveable, the Winds 
and Floods could not ſhake it, (laith Luke) 
becauſe it was well Built upon a ſure 
Foundation , for it was - Founded upon 4 
Rock, (lay Matthew and Lake) he Dig- 
ged deep, faich Zvke, till he came to a 
Natural Mine of Stone, a Rock ; and his 

B 4 Structure 
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StruQture was ſure and firm, it fell nct, 
but held ut, though it was aſſaulted by 
the Rain, and Winds, and Floods ;- by , 
which Three Words, are meant all ſorts 
" of difficulties and trials in this Life, 
that try the ſtrength and reality of our 
Chriſtian Profeſſion ; Rai and Hail falls 
with violenceupon the Roof and uppet 
part : Wiaas try-the ſides of the Houſe, 
the Walls : The Floods, and ruſhbings of 
Water, Torrents and Land-floods; cauſed 
by the immoderate Rain, try the lower 
parts; (fo that the' Honſe was. tryed 
every way, how ſure and firm it was) 
yer /t fel! not, but ſtood unſhaken and 
unmoveable, for it was Founded upon 4 
Rock, ' The Houſe Built by the fooliſb 
Man, might to the Eye ſeem a fair and 
goodly Building, and as well Built as the 
other ; the formal Chriſtian may make 
a fair ſhow, and his outward Profeſſion 
may have the praiſe of Men (as our $a- 
 viour ſpeaks of'the vain'glorious per- 

formance of ſeveral Duties in Religion, 
Matth. 6.) but when © Aﬀiidtions and 
Temptations came, the difference between 
theſe Two Buildings (though when all 
was quiet and calm, 'they ſeem'd fo like 
and equally exaft) eaſily appeared: 
The Wiſe Builder's Houſe ſtood , his 
$4 \. | $triifture 


A Difcourfe on x Cor. 15. 58. 


* StruQture of Religion was firm and laſt. 


ing : 'But the meer outward Profeſſion 
of the other, the Fooliſh Builder's Houſe, 
fell immediately when the Rain came, 


. and the Winds blew, and the Floods beat 


vehemently upon it; and greet was the 
fall of it ; it made « great ſhow while it 
ſtood, and it made as great « noiſe when 


-it fell : The fall was the more notori- 


ous, by how much the former Profeſſion 
was more ſpecinus. | 
The ſame Truth [That we muſt be 
Stedfaſt and well grounded in the Faith, 
elſe we cannot be Unmoveable] may be 1I- 
luſtrated from another Similitude, in the 
Parable of the Seed and Sower, Mark 4. 
16. we Read of ſome that receive the 
word, ww, immediately,and were yapss, 
with gladneſs : So Herod heard Fohn Bap- 
tiſt gladly, i9kws, (nay, (further) and 
did many things, Mark 6. 20. Some things 
he did, and not a ſmall ſome; yet he was 
but partial in Obedience; his Herodias 
he would not part with,” his: geecata in 
delicijs , in ſome leſs beloved Sins he 
would Reform, So they in Ezek. 33. 
31, 32. heard with gl/adneſs, 
- Buteven theſe that with g/adneſs, with 
ſome guſt and affeftion , receive the 
Word immediately, when Afﬀiidion or 
| Per ſe. 


79 
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Perſecution ariſeth for the Word's ſake, 
immediately they are offended, Obſerve 
the double z?mmeadiately here. 

They for « while believe, ( ſaith Lake 
Chap. 8.13.) and in time, of Temptation 
fall away. 

What's the Reaſon of-call ? Seeit in 
Mark 4. 17. They have no Root in them» 
felves, and ſo endure but for a time. They 
were not rooted, grounded and fetled in 
the Faith ; and being not Stedfaff, they 
could not be Uzmoveable. There may be 
ſuch O«tward Chriſtians as may receive 
the Word immediately with ſome kind 
of affetion, yet ſuch ſudden flaſhes and * 
motions and appearances of good affetti- 
ons are not to be truſted to; nor are 
they from thence to think highly of them- 
ſelves, 

See an Example in Luke 4, When 
Chriſt was Preaching in a Synagogue at 
Nazareth (the place of his Education ) 
they all in the Synegogue did bear him Wit- 
meſs, and wondred at the Gracious Words 
which proceeded out of his Mouth, Ver\.22. 
and yer on a ſudden, preſently after , 
the ſame perſons, all they in the Syna- 
gogme, were filled with wrath, and riſe up 
and thruſt Chriſt out of the City, and led 
him to the brow of the Hill, that they might 


call 


A Diſcoarſe on 1 Cor. 15. 58. 


caſt him Headlony, Verſ. 29. Such an 
uncertain , ſlight and inconſiderable a 
thing is all that afeCtion, that is begot 
by a flight, ſuperficial and formal know- 
ledge. 

Before I conclude this, I ſhall only add, 
That to be #»moveable or unchangeable, fixed 
and ferled, is not ſimply and neceſſarily 
a praiſe-worthy quality and diſpoſition, 
but onely as the matter and object there- 
of is, as the things are wherein we are 
unmoveable. Gal. 4. 18. Jt is good to be 
Zealouſly affetfed in all good thinzs. To 
turn from Errour to Truth, from Evil to 
Good, is Vertue and Praiſe; and an hap- 
py change. Whereas to perfiſt , to be 
ſtiff and unmoveable in an Opinion and 


Tenet; after ſtrong Reaſon to the con- | 


trary, and all becaule it has been their 
Opinion and way, 1s a fault, and that no 
ſinall one ; it argues a great ſelf-love, 
ſelt-ſeeking, and undue affection to their 
own praiſe or profit, and a greater regard 

to their Credit, then to Truth it ſelf. 
Nor 1s it Vertue or Praiſe to be un- 
moveable as to all External indifferent 
things; for the Apoſtle Paul himſelf, for 
the promoting a greater good, was not {o 
rictly tyed up and confined in his own 
Spirit 


TY 


Y2 
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Spirit to theſe lefler things of an indiffer. 
ent Nature, but he put himſelf into all 
ſhapes { yet ſoas to keep from what was 
fintul ) and became (as far as lawfully he. 
might) all things to all Men, that hemight 


. by all means* ſave ſome, and winthem un- 


to Goodneſs. It was not out of Ambition 
or Love to the Warld, but out of a feri- 
ous regard to the good of others, and that 
he might be in a capacity, and have the 
fairer advantages to promote the Intereſt 
of Chriſtianity among Jews and Gentiles, 
that he denyed himſelf the ule of his 
Chriſtian Liberty, and framed himſelf 
to the obſervance of certain Mofaical and 
_ Rites, as on the contrary he bc- 

ved himſelf otherwiſe among the 
Gemtiles, 2 Cor. 9. 20, 


PROPOSITION IL 
Chriſtians muſt be unmoveable , par- 
ticularly in the Profeſſion of the, Faith 


of the Reſurrettion , and a Life to 
come, 


BE 
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BE NOT MOVED, 


1. By any hardſhips and troubles from 
the World. 


The Apoſtle that here exhorts 
Chriſtians to be #»moveable, was ſo him- 
ſelf; as he ſpeaks of himſelf, As 20. he 
knew that bonds and afflitions did abide 
and wait for him, But none of theſe things 
move me ( faith he, Verſ. 24.) Neither 
count I my life dear unto my ſelf; ſo that 
I might finiſh my Courſe with joy: And 
having thus bravely quitred himſelf, he 
could ſay with Triumph a little before 
his Death, I am zow ready to be offered, 
1d} omeIcrcti, I am already poured out, I 
am as it were Wine (for a Libamen or 
Drink-offering} poured out upon the 
Sacrifice ; Che time of my diparture 1s 4t 
hand ; I have fonaht a 28'd fight, I have 
finiſhed my Courſe, I have kept the Faith ; 
and therefore he had a Holy curfidence, 
that God the Ri-hreons Fudos (as rhe 
Judge or Rewarder in the Gre:{zz2 Games 
did adjudge the Crown or Prize which 
huog over the Goal to the Conquerour) 
would give to him the Crop of Righbreonſe 
z:ſs, as the reward for behaving himſelf 

well 


T3 


\ 
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well in his Chriſtian Combate, 2 Tim. 
&. 6, Ty 8. 

The ſame Apoſtle in Rom. 8. fortifies 
and encourages believers againſt aMiCti- 
ons and hardſhips upon this ſcore, that 
they ſhould reckon and make account, 
that the Sufferings of this preſent time 
are not worthy to be compared with 
the Glory which ſhould be revealed ; 
bear no proportion with the Glory to 
come. For if ſufferings be laid in one 
Ballance, and the Glory or Reward 
in the other, the Glory will far out- 
weigh them. For, 

1. The ſufferings or affliftions are but 
Momentary , for a Moment, Trapauting, 
2 Cor. 4.17. and T5 wv 2941s of the time 
ow , of this w» »w» but the Glory 
is Eternal, an Eternal weight of Glory, 
And Ver. 18. The 1hings which are ſeen 
are Temporal, or Temporary, n&e9Txapz , 
but the things which axe not ſeen (the 
things of the other World) are Eternal. 

2. The ſufferings and difficulties here 
are but /:oht, onr light afflic#i92 ; but the 
Reward to come is a we/cht of Glory, 
22: $515; and therefore it is far b:- 
yond, and beyond compare dotit exceed, 
the ſufferings; you a far more excecding; 
PE UTE LD. y £15 Tt G9xy , L ſtrer [Uh 
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lative weight of Glory. Such forms of 
Speech uſe not to be met with in other 
Authors ( either Philoſophers, Poets or 
Orators) for they never had ſuch great 
things, ſuch high and excellent objeRs 
to think and ſpeak of, as the Holy and 
Heavenly Apoſtle, who had another per- 
ception of things Heavenly and Divine, 
and who was caught up into the Third 
Heaven or Paradice, and there heard 
words unſpeakable. 

Nay further, The ſufferings and hard- 
ſhips which the better ſort of Men meet 
with in this World, ſhould rather fortifie 
in them the belief and hope of a ReſurreQti- 
on and Glorious Reward, then any way 
abate it ; for Veyily there is a Reward to the 
Righteous: If Lazarus has evil things here, 
he ſhall have his good chings hereatter,and 
infinitely better then thoſe good things 
which Dives had here, as the evil things 
Lizarns had here were nothing to the 
evil (thoſe worſe) things that Dives was 
to feel hereafter. 

*Tis not poliible that the better ſort of 
God's Creation , his beſt Servants, lis 
friends and faithful ones, ſhould always 
be 1n a Calamitous condition ; that there 
never ſhould be a diftzrence between 
them that fear Ged, and them that fear 


him 


x6 
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him not. What? Shall it never be better 
witfr thoſe that Love God, and whote 
ſerious care 1s to pleaſe him and obey 
him , who endeavour to be like him, 


purifying themſelves as he is pure? Shall 


it never be better with them then com- 
monly it 1s in the World, where they 
ſuffer for Righteouſneſs ſake ? 

Shall it never be worſe with the wick- 
ed, who live in Enmity againſt God and 
Diſobedience, who live after their own 
Luſts and own Will, who make noCon- 
ſcience of their ways, but reſpe&t them- 
ſelves wholly, their profit , pleaſure, 
intereſt, &c. and love not God nor their 
Neighbour, but are onely lovers of them- 
ſelves, not caring how they Rebel a- 
gainſt God, and Oppreſs Men? Certainly 
it is ealie to infer hence, There is a God 
who will Fudge the Earth, anda time com- 
ing when it ſhall be well with the 
Righteous, 


2. Be not moved by the Allurements of the 
World , the Blandiſhments of this preſent 
Life, the Tentations of Pleaſure or Profit, 
any Worldy or Fleſhly Luſts whatſoever, 


The Glory and Luſters of the World, 


Honours and Greatneſs, the Pleaſures " 
e116 
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the Senſual Life, . Softneſs and Eaſe, theſe 
nd the like have a very bad influence 
vpon the Minds and Hearts of Men, upon 
their apprehenſicns and attettions ; they 
ire apt to cafeeble and darken the Notions 
of a future State and Life. ds: 

Proſperitas eff eminat wvirtutem fidet , 
fiith Tertallian. 

The good Seed of Truth (as alſo 
good Principles and Purpoles ) 1s 
tifed and made unfruitful by the 
Thorns, which in the Parable of the Seed 
md Sower are ſaid to be the tres of this 
World, the deceitfulmeſs of Riches, and 
the Lufts of other things , Mark 4. 19. 
[uke adds, the pleaſures of this Life . 
Theſe Worldly and Fleſhly Luſts call 
Men off from what is Spiritual and the 
things above, faſten and nail them down 
to the Earth ; unqualifie Men for e1- 
ther apprehending or reliſhing what 1s 
Heavenly and Spiritual. 

Senſual Men that provide for the Fleſh 
to fulfil the Luſts thereof, are very 
ttoward and unfit to frame ain 
| = (a right Notion) of what is Spirt- 

al, 

"The more a Chriſtian lives Godly, $9- 

frly and Righteouſly in this preſent 

World, the more eaſily will he appre- 
Po 
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hend the things of the World to come : 
To ſuch a one the things which are 
Eternal and concern the Life to come, 
are more clear. 

The more thou art purged from all in. 
ordinate deſire to the things of this Worid, 
and the leſs Earthly and Senſual thou art; 
the better thon wilt conceive what is 
Heavenly, the better thou wilt apprehend 
the State of the Lite to come. 

The more thou art Spiritualiz'd , 
Spiritually- mindca ( and to be ſo 7s Life, 
Rom. $.) the more thou liveſt a Likk 
worthy of thy Soul, and art not enſlay« 
ed to thy Body, to Senſe, to this out. 
ward World ; the more thou liveſt a Liſe 
of Purity, Temperance, Humility and 
Sobriety; the better thou wilt conceive 
of what is Spiritual and Immaterial, of 
Life and Immortality. 

Immerſion (or a being ſunk) into the 
Body, Senſuality eagerly purſued (as if 
there were nothing higher, nothing bet- 


ter then what is common to Man and. 


Beaſt) as alſo thoſe more dry and feem- 


ingly cleaner fins, viz. Earthly.minded- 


neſs, Anxious cares and buſie endeavours 
about geting and encreafing, and keep- 
ing much of the things of this outward 
World; a Spirit of Earthy felf-ſecking 

Policy, 
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Policy, an Ambitious Spirit after Glory 
and the Splendours of Titles and Places ; 
theſe and the like make Men that they 
cannot Reliſh or Taſt ( fo neither clear- 
ly apprehend) what is Heavenly and 
Spiritual, they cannot receive the things 
of God. Such Senſual Epicureans, and 
alſo Worldlings, are great Strangers as to 
Heaven, fo toany clear and full appre- 
henfions of what is Spiritual and Im- 
mortal. Of ſuch thereis this account in 
Wiſdom 2.21, 22. Their own wickedneſs 


bath blinded them ;, as for the My#eries of 


God they knew them not , nor diſcerned 
they « Reward for blameleſs Souls, 

Men muſt live better Lives, if they 
would know theſe things as they ought 
to know. 


3. Be not moved by the Apoſtacy and 
falling away of others. 


_ That ſome even in the Apoſtles times 
were moved and fell away from the Sted- 
faſt Belief and Profeſſion of this grand 
Fundamental Truth f ihe R-ſarreftton 
and Life to come] appears by ſome paſ> 

ages in S. Paul's Epiltles. 
Three are mention'd by Name, 1H me- 
Peas, Philetus and Al:xand:r, whoas they 
G4 arg 
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are ſaid concernins Faith to have made 
Shipewrack, x Tim- 1. 19. and (1n 2 Ep; 
2. 18,) 10 have Errcd concerning the 
Truth, particularly that great Truth and 
Article of the Reſurrettion and any fur 
trre State or Life, ( for they laid, that 
ihe Reſurredicn is pait already) And thus 
as they, were far from being «/#-a;« and 
t vETuxivimei, Steafaft and Unmoveable, 10 
did they unſettle others and cauſe. them 
ro back-ſlide, overthroning the . Faith 
of ſome , Verſ. 18, For their | word; 
( their Speech or Diſcourſe, 6 M55 
dry > d14 Fat, or inread, %s a Canter 
or Gaxgrexe, their wicked Principles did 
ipread and corrupt many, Verſ. 17, 
and therctore the Apoitle bids 7zmothy 
to ſþun, to look to and avoid them, 
Ver. 16, 

That which the Apcftle did fear and 
warn the Chriſtians of in thoſe times, 
15 [till very ſeaſonable ; and it 15 ſtrange 
that manv, who are otherwiſe ſhy and 
wary, aic not aware of the Devils cun- 
ning and devices. 

Fr 15 the great Policy of the Devil to 
amuſe the World with things of leſs mo- 
ment and conſequence, and about theſe 
things to provoke the 7Zcal, enflame the 
Pailons and Choller of Men, anJ -heigh- 

ten 
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ten ditterences abour things either more 
obſcure, or lefs neceiſrry, and that inco 
ſuch heats, as if che whole Streſs of Re- 
ligion or Salvation were to be laid unon 
ſuch or ſuch Notions and Opinions, as 
if the Kingdom and Honour of Chriſt 
and Glory of God were mainly concern- 
ed herein: And all this the Devil is to 
bulie at, that fo ſme more dangerous 


principles might be more ſecretiy and 


undiſcernably conveyed and ſpread a: 
mong(t Chriſtian Profefſours ; v/z. ſuch 
principles as tend clearly to the aJvan- 
cing of his Kingdom of Sin, to rhe bring 
ing in and cheriſhing of all ungoalinels 
and unrighteouſneſs, to the eariny our 
and conſuming of any good principlz let: 
in the Conſctence, which: teſtifies for 
God; in a word ſuch as tend to the £27 
rupting of good Manners, to the debauc!- 
ing of the World, ſuch as {trike at 
the Fundamentals of Religion and 
Chriſtian Life, (as Gno#rfon, Silite 
ct/m, Atheiſm do) that theſe may be more 
zcrecly conveyed and ſpread in the 
World, 

[Is it not matter of ju{t wonder, Thar 
amidit the many animolities and eager 
coatentio0s ani bitter {trites among't 
Chriſtians ab9ut che Externals or Excr- 
| C 3 efl:nrals 
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eſſentials of Religion (for which the 
Un-ſaint and Un-chriſtian? one, another) 
that they are fo little ſenſible of that 
Gno#iciſm, that Sadauciſm, that Atheiſn 
that hath grown and ſpread in the Chriſti 
an World ? | 

But to ſpeak more particularly, ſuch 
Dotftrines and Notions as theſe, [ That 
the Soul ts extinguiſhed and periſheth with 
the Body; That there is no other State or 
Being but inthe World; That there ism 
Avgel nor Spirit, uo Immaterial or Spirits. 
al Betng , nothing but Body or Matter; 
That there is no Reſurredion, no Fug 
ment to come, and therefore no Puniſhment 
or Rewird hereafter (which DoCtrines 
are the Leaven of the Sadaucces of Old, 
and the modern Saddnucees ; Sowre and 
unwholefome Sqdduciſm) as alſo thok 
corrupt DofQtrines, viz. That nothing i 
rntrinſecally good or evil; T hat Religion ii 
oxely a Politich device, a trick of Polititian 
t0 keep People in awe. ] 

Theſe DofQtrines and Opinions, as wel 
25 thoſe that deny there is a God, (as tt 
£theifls do) or, if there be a God, Thi 
he ſees no fir in ſuch who conceit thew 
ſelves 10 be his People, to be nearly all 
:o him ( as the Gnoſticks of old , and 
the Renters of late) That Men meY 
F | Its 
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free to ' any thing : Such Doftrines and 
Principles as theſe tend clearly to 
the advancing of the Kingdom of Sin 
and Satan, to the bringing in and 
cheriſhing of all ungodlinels, - cc. 

And therefore there is good Reaſon for 
the Apoſtles advice, That every ſerious 
Chriſtian that minds the Salvation of his 
Soul, would take heed and flze ſuch, 
keep at a diſtance from Men of ſuch cor- 
rupt minds, and beware of the Leaven of 
the Sadaucees. And if others go a Whore- 
ing after ſuch Dottrines pleaſing to Fleſh 
and Blood, if others Apoſtatize and fall 
away from the Truth, yet ( as S. 
Peter ſpeaks) do ye beware left ye be led 
away with the Errour of the wicked , and 
fall from your own Stedfaſtneſs, 2 Ep. 
J. I7. 


Reaſon. Chriſtians mnſt be Stedfaſt and 
Unmoveable in the Belief and Profeſſion 
of the Truth, thoſe great thinzs of the 
Chriftian Faith, the Reſurre#tos and Life 
to come ; Becauſe elſe th:y cannit , they 


will not be always Abennding in the work of 
the Lord, 
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Clear and ' ſtrong perſuaſions' 6f 2h 
Reſurreftion of the Dead and of a future 
State, are a Root and Principle full of 
{ap and life, and Holineſs is the: kindly 
Fruit thereof. Whereas on the contrary, 
the denial of the Reſurreition and Judy. 
ment to come, is the principle of linanddif. 
obedience, and opens 'the way: to all 
manner-of wickedneſs. They that baniſh 
out of their Minds all ſenſe of a future 
State, will (inſtead of abounding in the 
work of the Lora) abound in every eyl| 
work; all that being taken away which 
onely is able to lay a powerful reſtraint 
upon the unbridled Luits of Men. 

And here I may: Appeal to the experi: 
ence and obſervation of diſcerning and 
ierious perſons; Let it be conſidered and 
cbſerved whether thoſe that can bardly 
116agine, Or Cannot conceive any thing 
þut- Body , FEl:ſb and Matter, thoſe that 
{11ght the Notion of Spirit, Inmaterial 
and Immortal Subſtance; Whether the 
Commandments ot God are not grievous, 
and Religion a burdenſor-e thing, to them, 
wheihsr it be not more deliteable to them, 
to be Epicnrz de grege porti, tO wallow in 
the Mire of ſenſuality,then tobe of Chriſt's 
lixtle Flock, ro follaew Chriſt in innccen« 
Cy and purity of Life and Linivealal che 

dience; 
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dience 3 alchough perhaps fome of 
the more cratty Epicureans may have 
ſome care to live inoffenſively, that ſo 
they may keep out of danger of the 
Laws, and keep up a Reputation 1n 
the World for their advantage, and 
they-may abſtain from ſome 1ins for 
ei Bodn ſake, to keepthemlelves 
in Lit/and health. 

Both the Apoſtles Peter and Juae, 
and other Apottles ( ſaith S. Jude in 
Verſe. 17.) did in their Epiſtles toretel, 
that in the laſt times ſhould come Scof- 
fers , walking after their own Luſts , 
( 2- Pet. 3. 3.) after their unzodly 


Luſts (lo ſaith Jude, Verſ. 18.) And 


what the Apoſtles did fear and fore- 
warn of, is come topaſs: Such Mock- 
ers as thele are even to this Day to be 
found, and where Chriſtianity is Pro- 
felt : Burt obſerve the CharaQter of 
theſe Men, they are ſuch as have a 
mind to wat after their own ungodly 
Lnſts, ſuch as would not be re{train'd 
from the forbidden Fruit, ſuch as 
would gratifie their f{elt-will , and 
would live asthey liſt ; to theſe Men, 
the Doctrine of the Reſurrettion ana 
Judgment to come, is very unpleal- 
ing; and therefore they Scoff w 
| an 
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and oppoſe it withal their might, 

But as we are to ſhux them, their 
Principles and their Pradtices, 1o let it 
be our care to ſhun the giving any occa- 
ſon or advantage to them, For know 
that Men m2y condemn Atheiſm and 
Saddnciſm 1n words, and yet by their 
Lives and Converſations give great 
advantage and countenance thrreto : 
Both Atheiſm and Sadduciſm i111 teal 
nouriſhment and advantage [0:4 the 
Lives and PraQices of tho: +0 leem 
to be far removed from t!:: 


As for Atheiſm; tt. --prelent- 
1ng God and char- ooliſhly, 
the attributing 10 -at 15 Us 


worthy of God, what 15 nolt unlike 
God, and that fair Idea ot him repre- 
ſenred in the Holy Scriptures ; the 
attriduting to him the very 1mper- 
fectionsof Gnful Man : The Repreſent- 
ing him ic fuch a way as is not con» 
ſilteat with his Infinize Goodneſs and 
Mercy, his Holineſs and his Jultice. 
And again , Mens Profeſ/ing that 
they kno» God, and yct denying him in 
their Works (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
Tit. x. 16.) their fo living in the 
World, as if there were not in them 
any powerful and rcal ſenſe of Gor 
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all-ſeeing and pure Eyes, nor of his 
Juſtice and Righteouſneſs : This is 
that which hath given too much ad- 
vantage to the ſpfeading and ſtrength- 
ening of Atheiſm. 

And for Sadduciſm , which lights 
the Notion of Spirits or Immateri- 
al Beings, and denys the Exiſtence 
of Souls after their Separation from 
this Earthly Body , and diſ-believes 
the Doctrine of a future State, of 
Glory and a reward in Heaven, of 
Miſery and puniſhment in Heli. 
How are the Modern Saddzcees and 
Epicureans the more hardned and 
confirmed in theſe their Notions, by 
conſidering that Men generally mind 
Earthly things , their Belly is their 
God, they mind and ſeriouſly take care 
for the things on Earth, and do but 
little rcliſh and ſet their affeftions an 
things above. They ſee alſo that ge- 
nerally Men (who Profeſs to believe 
a future Reward and Puniſhment ) 
{ſeem not much to be ſenſible of any 
Danger tothe Soul by Sin, nor much 
tO be atteCted with the Helliſh Miſery 
thar is threatned : For moſt Men are 
very ſecure, and manifeſt bur little 
watchtulneſs over themſelves, _ 

ittle 
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little care to break off from Sin, to 
ſubdue their Paſhons, to mortifie 
their Luſts and inordinate AﬀeCtions: 
All which may ſeem to argue that 
they do not heartily Believe what 
they Profeſs, and that they have no 
ſuach thoughts of the danger of Sin 
hereafter,' as Men haveof the danger 
to their Life by drinking a Cup of 
deadly Poylon. 

Nor do they ſcem to be much Sen. 
ſible of the future Reward and Fe. 
I:cities of Heaven , the happineſs of 
another State : For they are general. 
ly unwilling to leave: this preſent 
World, and it 1s very unplealing to 
them ro think that' they muſt Die, 
They do not ſeem to account He3- 
ven their home and Country , and 
themſelves to be but: P:zrims and 
Stranzers In this World : Their hopes 
of ſuch a Glorious State do not ſeem 
ſo much to enraviſh and ſtrongly af- 
fect their Spirits as the hopes of ſome 
outward accommodation or enjoy- 
ment would do, which would trickle, 
and overjoy them and tran{pert them 
to exceſs, when poſleſt : And the 
hope of obtaining theſe outward 
things does engage them to far greater 

endea- 
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endeavours -then the hopes and ex- 
pectations of Heaven, and the Reward 
to come, do uſually put Men upon ; 
which indeed are but flight, and for- 
mal, and very cold, if compared with 
the other, and. far from a worthy 
ſeeking of the Kjngdom of Heaven, 
and as becomes thoſe that believe 
there is a Glorious Reward there to all 
Ecernity. 

Thou therefore that ſayſt there is 
a God, doſt thou in works dexy him ? 
Doſt thou live without God in the 
World? Doſt thou Miſ-repreſent him, 
and ſo report of him as tomake him 
like to finful Men ?- Or ſhore of Men 
in thoſe things wherein he requires 
they ſhould imitate him ? 

Thou that ſayſt there is a Reſur- 
rection and Life to come, a Reward 


and Puniſhment, Heaven and Hell : 


Doſt thou ſb live as one that Jooks 
after no other Portion , Conſolation 
and Reward then what is in this Life ? 
Art thou fwaſlowed up in the cares 
and ambitions of this World, haſting 
to be Rich and Great in the World ? 
And art thou immertſt aad funk in the 
pleaſures of this Werld, ſo as not to 


reliſh the things above ? 
Be 
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Be it therefore your care to make 
it appear by your Life and Spirit , 
your Converſation and Diſpofition, 
that you are Stedfaſt and Unmoveable 
in theſe Fundamentals of Chriſtian 
Religion ; that fo living agreeably 
to theſe Truths, ye may be the Chil. 
aren of the Reſurreffion and counted 
worthy ts obtain that World, the World 
tocome, Luke 20. 35. 
| Learn therefore to Dze to this pre- 
ſent World , as S. Paul was Cracifi. 
ed to the World, and the World to him. 
To dieto this World here, to leave it 
in affetion, makes the Phyſical 
Death, the going out of this World 
leſs ſtrange and leſs uneaſie. Count 
your ſelves to be but as Pilgrims and 
Strangers here, and therefore as P:l- 
grims abftain from Fleſhly Lufts 
which War againſt the Soul, x Pet. 2. 
It is remarkably ſaid of Abraham , 
Iſaac and Jacob ( who confeſſed them- 
ſelves to be Strangers and Pilgrims os 
the Earth, or the Land of Canaan 
( Heb. 11. 13.) and accordingly be- 
haved themſelves in all Points as 
ſuch, Sojouraing in the Land of Pro- 
miſe as in 4 Strange Country ( Verl. 
9.) that they thas ſay ſmh things 

( lay 
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{ ſay and do, for it was not a 
meer Verbal Profeſſhon ) rhey de- 
clare plainly ( or make it appear , 
Wuparizzar) that they ſeek « Country, 
even 4 better Country, that is , 
as Heavenly ( Verſe. 14. 16.) Accord- 
ingly do ye ſo live, be ſo affefted; 
that ye may plainly declare and make 
it appear to others that ye ſeek and 
defire 4 better Country, a better In- 
heritance , a better Portion at zhe 
Reſurrection of the juſt ; and according- 
ly prepare for it. 

Let not the word [ Heaven } be in 
your Mouths onely, but let it be in 
your Hearts, Let us do the Will of 
God ox Earth as it is in Heaven, and 
then we ſhall make it appear, that zhe 
Kingdom of God is come, is come into 
Us. | 

But if thou art ſwallowed up in the 
cares and ambitions of this preſenr, 
World, making halt to be Rich and 
Great, loving and ſeeking onely thine 
Eaſe and Pleaſure, and a Soft Life; if 
thou art either overjoy'd or over griev- 
ed at the abundance or want of Earth- 
ly things, as if thy Hope, thy Portion 
and Conſolation were 1n this Life ; 
Doelſt thou Ive as becomes one that 

is 
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is StedfaF and Unmoveable in the be- 
lief of a better Liſe, the Life to 
F1/1,-18 | | 

Nor do they think ſo worthily as 
they ought of. that future Reward and 
Glory, that think it ſo eafily attain- 
able, as by a Death-bed Repeantance, 

Nor do they who would ſeem bet- 
ter, think ſo honourably of it, who 
from ſome Outward petformances in 
Religion, ot ſome partial obedience, 
would flatter -themſelves that they 
are the Heirs of that Kingdom ; 
whereas their diſpoſitions are wholJy 
unſuiteable to that State, and unfit 
for converſe with the: Spirits of juſt 
Men made perfett, Thele -make that 
Glorious Reward to come, all that 
great and rich Prize to be but a mean 
and cheap thing, who think they 
ſhall have it, and win the Crows, 
though they have not overcome , and 
though they do not earneſtly #riv? 
for the maſtery over their Luſts and 


carruptions, ahd are not temperate in, 


all things, nor keep under their Body 
and bring it into ſubjettion to the Law 
of their Mind, Certainly it would 
argue more Humility in thetn, and 
mors Wiſdom ( as being the ſafeſt 
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courſe) to think more of Inward Pre- 
arations for that Heavenly State , 
that their Minds might be Ju 
and wrought into a temper ſaireable 
to it, that they might be made meet 
for the Inheritance in Light ; then to 
flatter rhemſelves into an hope and 
conceit that ſuch great Glory and 
Happineſs ſhould be caſt upon them 
for ſome lip-labour in Religion , for 
outward Sanctimonious ſhows , for 
Exteraal performances, while in the 
mean time they ſo little mind that 
which is the due and neceſſary pre- 
paration of their Souls for ſuch en- 
joyments. 

Although this Reaſon be ſuffici- 
ent to perſwade Chriſtians to be Stead. 
faſt and Unmoveahle in the Belief 
and Profeſſion of this Truth ; Yet 
I ſhall here ſuperadd four Reaſons, 
"0 more to confirm it, and perſwade 
them, 


i. It is a main Fundamental Truth 
of the Goſpel, and indeed, one of the 
Firſt Principles of Religion. Accor- 
dingly the Anoltle ſpeaks in 1 Cor. 15. 
3. I have delivered to you firſt of all, 
i 70:1 principally, or as that which 
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3s to be counted amonglt the firlt and 
principle Articles of Chriſtianity, 

That God is a Rewarder of thoſe that 
ſeek him diligently, is one of the Fir# 
things to be known and firmly em- 
braced ( Heb. 11.) without which be. 
lief all the motions in Religion willbe 
very weak and flow. 

But if 1he Joy be ſet before a Chriſti. 
an, he will then run with patience and 
perſeverance zhe Race that is ſer be 
fore him , and endure the Criſt 
( as Chriſt did , H:by. 12.) and 
deſpiſe the ſhame : As the Apoſtles 
rexoyced that they were counted ma- 
thy to ſuffer ſhame for the Name if 
Chriſt, AQts 5.4t. that is, for Tea. 
ing and Preaching Jeſus Chriſt, as it 
isin Verl. 42. for Teaching the Peg, 
and Preaching through Teſus the Re. 
farrettion from the Deas, at which the 
Sadducees ( being then in Power ) wer 
grieved ( Atts 4.2.) and filled with 
indignation or exvy, Chap. 5.17: 

If there be a Prize to be received t 
the end of the Race ; and this Prize 
a Crown of Life and Glory, incorrup- 
tible , unfaling (1 Cor.g. 25. 1. 
x. 4.) not like thoſe corruptible and 


withering Crowns and Garlands mad: 
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of Oaken leaves or Olive-branches , 
but this made of the leaves of rhe 7ree 
of Life in the Paradiſe of God ; there 
will then be wreſtling and ſtriving , 
and (the better to prepare and enable 


for the winning of 1t) # being temper- 


ate in all things, a keepins under of 
the Body and bringing it into ſubjetti- 
on ; asihe Apoſtle tells the Cor:m:hi- 
ins who well knew the fitneſs of 
thoſe alluſtons, the Iithmian Games 
being Celebrated here, in that [fhmus 
or Neck of Land on which Corznth 
was Built. 

So great an Inſlnence and Power 
hath the due conſideration of the Re- 
compence of Reward to the raiſing and 
animating of a Chriſtian to the great- 
elt Atcheivetnents | 

To conclude this particular , we 
may obſerve that the Author of the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews (Chap. 6. 1.) 
in that ſhort. Inſticution conſiſting of 
Six Articles, which Chriſtians were 
firlt ro be acquainted with, mentions 
theſe Two, viz. The Reſurrefion of 
the Dead , and Eternal Judgment , 
when God the Righteous Judge of 
all the Earth ſhall diſpence Eternal 
Rewards ( undefiled Rewards, as the 
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phraſe is, Wiſdom. 4. 2.) to thoſe that 
Believe and Obey, and Eternal Puniſh. 
ments to every Soul that doth FEyil 
Tribulation and Angniſh , Indiznaticn 
and Wrath to them that obey not the 
Truth., but obey Unrighteonſntſs, 
Rom. 2. 

It may be fit alſo to obſerve, That 
this Truth of the Reſurreftion and x 
future State 1s called the Goſpel, 1 Cor, 
151. and the Truth, and the Faith, in 
1 Tim. rt. where it is ſaid of Fymenes 
and dAlexanager, who denyed the 
Doctrine of the Reſurrefticn and Life 
Fo come, that Te0i Ti.v Tg er2ZEUa& yn, 
concerning the Faith , of or in the 
Faith, they have made Shipwrack ; and 
in 2 Ep. chap. 2. it's ſaid of Fhme 
neus and Philetus, that they have erred 
concerning the Truth, ( the Faith and 
the Truth, by way of Eminency) 
and in 1 7im.1. 20. they are ſaid to 
Blaſoheme ; and therefore for thele 
their Principles deſtructive to Religi- 
on, to all honeſty and godlineſs, and 
toa good Conſcience the great Apoſtle 
azlivered them up to Satan. 

One thing more we may obſerve, 
That the Dottrine of the Reſurr: ron 
(as being a Truth of great Importance 

0. and 
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and Influence in Chriſtianity ) was 
from the firit by Chriſt himlelf and 
his Apoltles ſtrongly aſfcrted and pro- 
feſt againſt the S:d44vcres, and aguinlt 
thole falſe Chriſtians that fell from 


this Truth : And the ſo early falling 


way and revolcing trom this Truth 
(one of th2 Truths of Chriltiznity 
which was ſo ſoon and firlt of all de- 
parted from ) was an ill Omen and 
Prognoſtick of that wickedneſs which 
followed after. The Apoſtles (atter 
Chriſt was Aſcended ) cook great 
care to prelerve and promote this 
Truth : And therefore when Judas 
was fallen from his Apoſtleſhip, and 
one was to be choſen into his room ; 
What's the work he was to be choſen 
to? It is thus deſcribed in Acts «. 22, 
— Muſt one be Ordain'd tobe with us a 
Witneſs of his (that is, of Chriſt's) 
ReſurrefFion ; and not onely of his, 
but of ours through him. S Peter and 
S. John Preached thron2h TJeſris the 
Reſarye tion from the Dead, Acts 4. 2. 
And both thele are largely inlilted ups. 
on (and no part of the Chriſtian Faith 
more largely elſewhere) in 1 Cor.15. 
If there be no Reſurrection of the Dead, 
if we riſe not , Chriſt is not Riſes: 
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And if we Riie, Chriſt is Riſen, If 
Chriſt be not Riſen, we are yet in our 
Sins, Verl. 17. We may obſerve alſo 
that all the four Evangeliſts are very 
particular and full in the Hiſtory of 
Chriſt's Reſurre&ion , vpon which 
ours doth depend. | 


2. This great Truth ana Dodirine of 
the Reſurrett10n and Life to come (an 
hope more then in this Life) is worth 
ro be embraced , and that we ſhould be 
Stedfa# and Unmoveabla in it, becauſe 
it ts « Truth and iDoftrine of ſweet and 
Fronz Confolation, full of firengthen. 
ing Toy, the molt Soveraign Cordial 
and Keſtorative, when our Fleſh and 
Heart may begin to fail through either 
inward or outward griets. 
| And therefore not without great 
cauſe our Saviour Chriſt repeats this 
four times 'in one of his Sermons 
( John 6.) I will raiſe him np at the 
lajt Day, Verl. 39, 40, 44, 54. where 
it is repeated as being a Truth full of 
comfort and encouragement. / 

And further it is obſervable, That 
the Reſurreition, with the Appendant 
Glory and Reward in the World to 
come ,' is called 1a Scripture more 
ED then 
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then once The Hope, Atts 23. 6. 
fith S. Paul, Of the Hype and Reſar- 
reition of the Dead I am called in qu: ſtt- 
on : Which words [ of the hope] as 
heing no new , no other thing, are 
oinitted in Chap. 24. 21, where thar 
former Speech of his is mentioned a- 
rain and refer'd to. 

See this allo in As 24. 15. and 
more fully ia Ads 26.6, 7. which will 
clear that in Acts 28. 20, For the hope 
of [ſr ael ( that is, for aſſerting the 


Relurreftion)) 1 am bound with this | 


Chain. And hence it 1s, that Chriſti 
ans, who believe that Jeſus died, and 
roſe azain, and that thoſe who ſleep in 
Jeſus (die in the Lord) will God bring 
with him; they are nt to ſorrow con- 
cerning them which are aſleep, 4s 
others which have no hope, no ſuch 
knowledge and aſſurance of a Glorious 
Reſurrettion and Reward to come; and 
therefore the Apoſtle having trtated 
hereof, might well conclude, Where- 
fore Comfort ye one another with theſe 
words, 1 Thel. chap. 4. 


la Tits 2. 13. are mentioned to- | 


gether the bleſſed hope and glorious ap- 
pearance of our Srviour Jeſus Chriſt , 
which th:y may look for with com- 
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fort who are wrought upon by the 
Grace of the Goſpel to /ive Godly, 
Righteouſly and Soberly in this pre 
ſent World, as it is in the foregoing 
words. 

The Primjtive Chriſtians thought 
it the moſt welcome Morning; Saluta- 
tion, Kg artzn, The Lord is riſen. 

Of Mary Magdalene and the other 
Women that had the firſt notice by 
an Angel of Chrifs Reſurrettion, 
it's {aid , that they went from the Se. 
pulcher with great Joy ( Matth, 25.8.) 
to tell it to his Diſciples as they Mourn. 
ed and Wepr, (Mark. 16.10.) 

S. Paul did Die dayly, Forgnt with 
Beaſts at Epheſus , was in Teopard) 
every hour (as he ſpeaksin 1 Cor. 15,) 
Now what did coinfort and encourage 
him in allthis? It was this, That the 
dead ſhould rife. 

Bug there is one famous Inſtance for 
the further Illuſtrating of this partt- 
cular, which I may not omit ; and it 
is, that of the Seven Brethren with 
their Mother, mentioned in 2 Maccad. 
Chap. 7. to which that paſlage in 
Fltbr. 11. 35. doth clearly refer, 
where it is ſaid, Others were tortured 


ance, 


% 


FOE BP EEE Prog ER Ee oo ar ru rn wr tm TS rw A RrX RN Mx Few = 


A Diſcourſe on 1 Cor. 15. 58. 


ance , that they might obtain a bettey 
Reſurrettion. Tn the Story it is ſaid, 
that they were T ormented with Scourges 
and Whips, Verſe 1. Their Tortures 
are called Extreme Tortures, Verl. 42. 
(as appears by the deſcription of ſome 
of them in Yerſ. 3, 4,5, 7, 10, 13. ) 
and all this they ſuifered unto Death 
at the hands of Antiochus Epiphanes 
(that Monſter of Cruelty) becauſe 
they would not Tranſgreſs the Law in 
eating Svines Fleſh, Verſ. 1. They 
might have been delivered, if they had 
yielded to do it; Nay, Antiochus ex- 
hortcd the Youngeſt Brother w:th 
words, and alſo aſſured him with O:ths, 
that if he would yield, he would make 
him both a rich and an happy Man, and 
alſo take him for his friend, and truſt 
him with Aﬀairs, Verl. 24. Now 
what was it that did make them Sted- 
fait and Unmoveable unto the laſt , 
what was it that did comfort them in 
the midſt of all their bitrer pains, 
what was it that did animate and for- 
tie them againſt all the either allure- 
ments or terrors which the King did 
try them with ? It was clearly this, 
The hope andbelief of a Reſurrettion to 
Evrrlafting Life after the Death of the 
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Body. And this doth evidently appear 
by Six Paſſages ia the Story. 

The firſt is, the Second Brother”s 
Speech to Arntzochus (in Verl:. 9.) 
Thog like a Fury tukeft us out of this 
preſent Life, but the. King of the World 
ſhall raiſe us up, who have died for his 
Laws, unto Everlaitinz Life. And 
this he is ſaid to ſpeak, when he was at 
the laſt gaſp. 

A ſecond Paſſage is that Speech of 
the Third Brother (in Verl. 114.) who 
ſaid Courageonſly , Theſe (meaning the 
Members of his Body, his Zongue and 
his Hazds, which he held forth An. 
fully, Verl. 10.) Theſe I had from Hea- 
ven, and for his Laws I aeſpiſe them, 
and from him I hope to receive them 
again. 


A third Paſſage is the Fourth Bro-- 


ther's Speech, which is more full, 
(in Verſ. 14 ) It is good, begug put to 
Death by Men , to look for hope from 
God, t0 be raiſed up again 4 As for thee, 
thou ſhalt have no Reſuxreftion to Life. 
And this will explain the Speech of 
the Toungeſt, which is, 

The fourth Paſſage ( in Verl. 
36.) Our Brethren who now have 
ſuffered a ſhort pain, are dead und:r 

God's 
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God's Covenant of Everlaſting Life. 

A filth Paſſage is the Speech of zhe 
Mother, who was Marvellous above all, 
and worthy of Hnourable Memory ;, for 
being filed with yewaie QroviugTi, 
Conrageous Spirits, ſhe exhorted every 
one of hex Seven Sons, and ſtirring up 
her Womaniſh Thoughts with a Manly 
Stomach, ſhe ſaid unto them (in Verſ: 
23.) Doubtleſs the Creatour of the 
World, will alſo of his own Mercy give 
you Breath and Life again, as you now 
15 why not your own ſelves for his Laws 
ake. 

A ſixth Paſſage is her Speech to her 
Youngeſt Son , who was moſt of all 
Tempted by d4ntiochns to accept deli- 
verance, and it was this (in Verſ.29.) 
Fear not the Tormentour ; but being 
Worthy of thy Brethren, take thy Death, 
that I may receive thee again with thy 
Brethren. This is part of her Excel- 
lent Speeches to her Sons, and an 1[1- 
luſtrious proof of her great Faith and 
Hope as to the Life to come ; For 
when ſhe ſaw her Seven Sons Slain 
within the ſpace of one Day, wivy25 
4s, (be bare at with a good Courage, be- 
cauſe of the bope that ſhe had in the Lord; 
as it is expreſt in YVey/.- 20. and laſt 
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of all, after the Sons, the Mother Died, 
vVerl. 4, 

Thus we ſee by this admirable In. 
ſtance how this Noble Mother and 
her Sons, rather then Tranſgreſs one 
Commandment of God, forbidding to 
Taſt Swines Fleſh, ſuffer'd the moſt 
Exquilite Tortures with a Magnani- 
mous Patience , 4drſpiſed their Bodies, 
( Verſ. 11.) regarded not their own 
ſelves for his Laws fake, (Verl. 2;.) 
offered up their Bodies and Lives for 
the Laws of their Fathers, (Verl. 37.) 
loved not thetr Lives to Death (as it is 
ſaid of the faithful in Apocal, 12.) 
reproched , or aiſadained , aiſeſteemed , 
their Lives «nto Death, (wzI Om, 
as it is ſaid of Z-b-lon and Napthali, 
Tudg. 5. 18.) or as it 1s in Hebr; 1. 
would not accept of deliverance, which 
was offered to them. 

And that which enabled them thus 
to chooſe rather to die gloriouſly was 
this, That they might obtain a better 
Reſurredion, a ReſurreCtion to Life, 
which rhe Fourth Brother plainly told 
Antiochus that he ſhould not have 
(Chap. 7. 14.) a ReſurreCtion far more 
acceptable to then then to be deltver- 


ed from their preſent ſufferings, and 
: to 
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to have their Life prolonged and 
reſpited for a while upon Earth upon 
the terms offered, to /rve a little time 
and a moment lonzer, as the phraſe is 
Chap. 6. 25. 

And the ſame Spirit of Faith hath 
no leſs ſhined out in the faithful 
Martyrs of Jeſus under the New 
Teſtament, who /cwra not their Lives 
unto Leath, ( Apocel. 12.) who did 
bear in their Bodies the dying of the 
Lord Jeſus (2 Cor. 4.) in Wearineſs 
and Painfulneſs, in Watchings often, 
in Hunzer anda Thirſt, in Faſtings of- 
ten, in Cold and Nakeadneſs, 1m Stripes 
and Impriſonments, (as S. Paul faith 
of himſelf, 2 Cor. 11.) and were faith- 
ful unto Death ;z not accepting of 
deliverance upon the terms of ſcatter- 
ing a little Incenſe upon the Altar, 
or puting a little Incenſe into the 
Cenſors. And all this they ſiffter'd 
willingly, as being mindtul of that of 
our Saviour's, 1 wil! raiſe thee up at 
the laſk Day (]o. 6.) or that in 
Apocal. 2. 10. Be thou faithful unto 
Death, and I will give thee a Crown of 
Life. 

Conſider therefore ( O faithful 
Chriſtian) and often conſiler the 
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great encouragement and ſtrong cog. 
fotation, that it ſtored up in this Fun. 
damental DoCtrine of the ReſuryetFion 
and Life to come, Ifthy Body lie ina 
Dungeon, in cold Irons, and periſh 
here ; Yet it ſhall be raiſed up and 
fir upon a Throne. If it be loden 
with Chains ; it ſhall hereafter put 
on Robes of Glory, and be Clothed 
with the Royal Apparel. What 
though thou be here (as Chriſt was) 
Crowned with Thorns, yet hereafter 
thou ſhalt have a better Crown thena 
Crown of Gold, then the Richeſt 
Crown that ever any King or Em- 
perour did wear. What though 
wicked Men Eat the Fleſh of Gods 
People, asit is in Micah. 3.3. yet their 
Fleſh doth reſt in hype, Plal. 16. 
To conclude this ſecond Particular, 
I might obſerve, That the Doctrine of 
Chriſt's Reſurrefftion ( upon which 
ours doth depend) is full of the greateſt 
comfort and encouragement : For as 
he was delivered ( to death) for eur 
Offences, {0 he roſe again for our Juſli- 
fication, Rom. 4.25. His ReſurreQi- 
on did evidence his Death to be an 
acceptable Sacrifice to God, and availe- 
able to the making of Atonement and 
Expiation 
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Expiation of our Sins. For had 
been otherwiſe, had not Chriſt our 
Surety fully ſatisfied, had he not done 
and ſuffered all that God required at 
his hand to the making Aronement 
for our Sins; God would not have 
looſed the Bands , or Cords of Death, 
in railing him np again, but he ſhovld 
have been holden fait by Death (As 
2. 24) and ſtill detain'd in the dark 
Priſon of the Grave ; he had not been 
taken up into Heaven, and Seated at 
God's Right Hand : But his being 
raiſed from the Dead, and received up 
into Glory, and his Intercceding there 
in the Vertue of his Death, and pre- 
ſenting his Sacrifice in the behalf of 
all who truly believe and repent, are 
evident proofs of the acceprableneſs 
of his Sacrifice, and thar God was well 
pleaſed, and fully farisfied, and that 
Chriſt had fulhlled all chat God re- 
quired of him to mate Reconciliation 
for Iniquity ( Dan. 9.) The Apoltle 
therefore in Rom. 1. 4. faith, that 
Chriſt was d*c/ar-d ( or demonſtrated ) 
to be the Son of God, by the Reſurreftte 
on from the Deas. And this (if duly 
conlider'd ) makes much for comfort 
and #rong conſolation unto all ſincere 
Chriſtians: 
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Chriſtians : Hence that of the Apoſtle 


(in Rom. 8.34) Who is he that Con- 


demneth? It is Chriſt that dicd, yea 
rather, that is Riſen again, who is even 
at the Right Hand of God, who alſ5 
maketh [nterceſſion for ns. 

2. This Dottrine of the Reſurretion 
and Life to come is ſuch as properly and 
powerfully tends to, anda twgar's a 
Chriſtian to the greateſt Self-parificati. 
on, to all manner of Purity, inward 
and outward, in Soul and in Body, 
to the cleanſins of himſelf from all 
filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit ; which is 
to perfet# Holineſs in the fear of God, 
2 Cor. 7. 1. And becauſe it makes 0 
much for the Advancement of Heli. 
neſs and Purity in Heart and Lite, it is 
moſt worthy to be firmly Believed and 
Profeſt. 

Accordingly its faid, in 1 John 3. 3. 
He that hath this hope ( the hope of 
ſeeing God as he is, Verl. 2.) puriſics 
himſelf even as he is pure : He endea- 
voursafter the greateſt Self. purificati- 
0n, as knowing that onely the pure 13 
Heart ſhall ſee God, whois Purity it 
ſelf, Holy, Holy, Hily, as it is thrice 
repeated in Apreal. 4. 8. but in fore 
Greek Copies Nine times Theletwo 
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are therefore joyned together [ we ſhall 
be like him, and we ſhall ſee him as he 
jis.] The Soul muſt firſt become /-ke 
unto God in Purity and Holineſs, be- 
fore it is capable of ſeeing God as ve 7s, 
of enjoying him and having any near 
and bliſsful Communion with him. 
The onely means to behold the Face of 
God, is to behold ir in Rz2hreonſneſs, 
and Purity; and Holineſs; and ſuch a 
Chriſtian ſhall be /at:sfied, when he 
avakes from the ſleep of Death, wizh 
Gods likeneſs. It was to this purpoſe 
well obſerved by Plotinus , one of 
0r12ea's Schollars (in Ennead. 1. 11b.6.) 
yat Oo) mowT'y Pea): —_ 2:21 24 AG» 
4 pI8u 9:4T29I% Ov Te na! ran 
Let every one that would ſee God (who 
is Holy, and Pure, and Good, the Ori- 
einal and Fountain of all Beauty; and 
Excellency, and Goodneſs, -ny/» 
yi T4 taMz) mike account firſt t1 
become Ged-like ; his Soul muſt firt he 
purified as ever he would: hope to ice 
and enjoy Gold. 

And cow as the Soul ſets it felf ih 
good earneſt upon Se/f- purification, as 
that which is a neceſſary Preparation 
for the enjoymenr of God ; and as ir 


proſpers in irs ſincere and earneſt erl- 
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deavours to purge and cleanſe it elf 
from all that within which is contrary 
unto God ; by the ſame degrees and 
Proportion , a vabimTHATY 5 V7 OATH, 
#, Bets WAnpeT2: Tis, (as Flierocles tor 
wards theend of his Comment upon 
Pythagoras is Golden Verles, ſpeaks 
of the great privileges of a Purifie] 
Soul) 2t revives, and becomes more 
lively, aQive and vivacious, is more 
colleftfed within it ſelf, and is filled with 
Divine Strength and Power : Now it 
is that the Locks of Szmſon are 
grown again ( Juag. 16.) and the 
Strength which went and was gone 
from the Soul by its yielding to the 
Blandiiſhments and Sv'rneſſes of the 
Senſual and Animal Life (that moR 
dangerous and -enveiuling Delilah) 
is return'd again: Now it is that the 
Wings of the Soul grow again and 
better ,' 7lp:que apr, and It 
moves more treely, being dclivered 
from what did hitherto clog and ſtop 
nes mo aw wxuc its Heavenly [light 
and Journey upwards. 

There are ſome indeed ( and they 
not a few) who ſeem to acknowicdge 
this Belief and Hope of the Reſurrettr 
on and Life to come, who yer do only 
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reach to a {light and ſuperficial Purity, 
in outward appearance , an{werable 
to their ſlight and ſuperficial know- 
ledge of this Grand and Important 
Truth, ſuch as was that knowledge 
of the Phariſees. The Power of Sin 
within is ſtronger and more operative 
then the Firm of Godlineſs without ; 
and be the Form never ſo Glorious to 
the Eyes of Men (as the Phariſaick 
Purity was very Specious and taking 
with the vulgar in our Saviour's 
time) yet there is little ſecurity, no 
confidence concerning ſuch Men , 
but that they will ſhamefully prejudice 
the Truth and the Religion Profeſfed 
by them : For they all this while 
under this diſguiſe do Cheriſh, and 
Foment, and make much of diverſe 
Luſts and Pleaſures (which they ſerve, 
Titus 3.3.) and ſuch Sins as are moſt 
painful : Theſe are uncrucified, alive 
and ſtrong, for they have all Prove- 
fon made for them (Rom. 13. alt.) 
and are ready to break out when there 
are Tempting occaſions ; and hereby 
the Name of God is Blaſphemed 
(« Tim.6. 1. Rom. 2.24.) and by 
Chriſtians of this Temper 1s the 
Holy Doctrine of the Goſpel , he 
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way of Truth, evil ſpoken of , 2 
Pet. 2. 

But where there is the Power of God: 
lineſs withia , there will allo be the 
Form of Godlineſs without, anda better 
Form then that meer external Righte. 
ouſneſs which the Spiritual Phariſees 
boaſt of, who would make a fair ſhew 
in the Fleſh , as the Apoitle ſpeaks, 
Galat. 6. When Chriſtians have Puri. 
fied their Souls in obeying the Truth 
through the Spirit, (as S. Peter ſpeaks 
in 1 Ep. Chap. 22.) there is no doubt 
but this inward Purity of the Soul 
will be emproved to the Purity of the 
Body, the Purity of outward conver- 
ſation. There is the greateſt ſecurity 
concerning their ordering the outward 
converſation aright, whoſe Hearts 
are Purified, and where there is a liy- 
10g Fountain and Principle of Holineſs 
within : For as the Heart is, ſo willthe 
words and ations be, Matth. 12. 35. 
It was therefore ablolutcly the beſt 
Counſel and the right Method for 
Self-purificatton , which our Saviour 
delivered, Matth. 23. 26. Cleanſe firſt 
that which is within , that the oat-ſide 
may be clean a!ſz, That the Streams be 
Pure and Chryſtalline, it's houy 

that 
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that the Spring and Well-head be 
clear. Purity in Heart is Purity in the 


Spring, Purity in Actions is Purity in 


the Streams. 

God requires Self-purificttion as to 
both ; Clean Hanas and a Pure Heart, 
Plal; 24. 4. The Clearſire of the Hands 
and the Purifying of the Heart , Ila. 
4. 8. where the Hands, as being the 
moſt active parts of the Body, and 


the Inſtruments moſt uſed for aCtion. 


are put for all the Members of the 
Body, and denote all outward aCtions 
which are viſible ro others , the out- 
ward viſible Courſc of Lite and Con- 
verſatibn. 

And as God requires both the In- 
ward and Outward Parity , and the 
Doftrine of the Reſurre&on obliges a 
Chriſtian to the Inward, fo likewiſe 
to the Outward, that of the Body : He 
that longs and waites for 19e Redemp- 
tiow of the Body ( Rom. 8. 23. ) he 
that hopes for a Glorious and Spiritual 
Body, believing that it ſhall be raiſed in 
Power to ſuch Purity and Glory, 
muſt needs infer from hence that it 
becomes him zo poſſeſs his Veſſel (his 
Body) in Santlification awd Honour , 


and not in the Luſt of Concupiſcence, 
E 3 or 
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or Paſſion of Luſt, 'natu iniuuias, ag 
the Greek hath it : That ſo the Body 
may be ina fitand capable condition 
of being raiſed to Eternal' Life, an 
Incorruptible and 'Heavenly State, 
And therefore the Apoſtle Paul: (in 
1 Cor. 6.) where he hath many Ar- 
guments to per{ſwade to Chaſtity, and 
rodiſcountenance Uncleanneſs, argues 
from Chriſts Reſurrettion and from 
ours, Verſ. 14. God hath raiſed np the 
Lord, and will alſo raiſe up us by his 
own Power. As we believeand expect 
that God will raiſe up our Bodies, and 
that to an Incorruptible , Spiritual , 
Pure and Undefiled State, as he raif- 
ed up the Body of Chriſt to ſuch a 
one, and ſo we ſhall bear the Image of 
the Heavenly, the laſk Adam', the 
Lord from Heaven (for as is the Hes: 
wvenly , ſuch are they alſo that are 
Heavenly, x Cor. 15, They ſhall have 
fuch a Body as Chriſt now hath ) 
it becomes us to keep our Bodies Un 
defiled,” and ina State of Purity here 
on Earth. ' And in Verſ.15. Kyow ye 
nor, that your Bodics are the Members 
of Chriſt ? Shall I then take the Mem: 
bers of Chriſt, and make them the Mem- 
vers of an Harlot ? God fortid. 
t A, Thc 
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4. The fourth and laſt Argument 
to perſwade to a being Steafaff and 
Unmoveable in the belief of rhe Reſuys 
rettion and Life to come, 15 taken trym 
the excellent properties and effeits of this 
Dodtrine, WG adequate 80 the ſevera! needs 
and exigencies of a Chriſtian here, and 
furniſhing him with ſuch conſiderati- 
ons as may be greatly helpful to him 
inthe ſeveral Tryals and Exigencies 
he may meet with 1n this World. 
As particularly, 

1. This Dottrine (firmly and heartily 
entertain'd, begets in Holy Souls the 
greateſt Equanimity and Contenteaneſs 
of Spirit , in oppoſition to the difturb- 
ins and waiting Cares and Ambitions, 
which oth:y Mea have experience of. 
For the Lord is at hand, and therefore 
let your Moderation be known unto all 
Men, Phi. 4 

Tour Moderation, } in the largeſt 
and moſt compreheniive Senie ot the 
word ; Meaeration as to the deſires 
and purſuits of Worldly things, the 
Bina thinss of this Life, (1 Cor, 6.) 
or fiv 15 9,8 (1 J0.3.17.) Worldly 
Goods : For how Indecorous 1s it for 
that Chriſtian to be Anxious or Eager 

E 4 abour 
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about the getting and having much of 
this World, who looks and hopes for 
the letter and enduring SubFance ig 
Heaven, (Heb. 10.) who expetts Trea- 
ſures of Glory and Goodneſs, which 
"Chriſt hath to beſtow on his faithful 
Servants ; and theſe are not far off, 
the Lord 1s at hand to diſpenſe them ; 
and *ere long thou ſhalt raft 2x4 ſee hoy 
g00d and gracious the Lord is. 
Moderatios | as to the great things 
of this World ; for how little and 
mean are theſe things to that Crown 
and Kingdom which the Righteous 
Judge will give ? What are they, 
what is the Glory of this World and 
the Glory of. Men, to the Glory of God 
(Jo. 12. 43.) the Reputation with God 
himſelt, zhe Honour that cometh from 
God onely (To. 5. 44.) that Glory and 
Homour with which God will reward 
the patient Continuance in well going ? 
Rom. 2. + =P 
2. It begets a ſober Cheerfulneſs and 
Joy in them, To ſuch it 1s ſaid, Re- 
Joyce in the Lord alway, and again I (ay 
Rejoyce , Phil. 4. and this Joy 1s ac- 
companicd - with the forementioned 
Equanimity and Contentedreſs of Spirit ; 
for if our delights and — 
F>-f| 3 as 
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(xs they ſhould be) in God, he will 
give us what is beſt for usto have, eis 
ther in kind what we deſire, or elſe 
that which he knows to be better; 


and is more fit for us to deſires and 
have, Delight thy ſelf in the Lord, 


and he ſhall give thee the deſifwe of thy* 


Heart, (Pal. 37. 4.) Whereas if onr 
delights be placed chiefly in other 
things which we defire, its better we 
ſhould not have them; or if we have 
what we delire, God may give it us 
in Judgment : As it 1s ſaid in P/al. 
77. 29. He gave them their own atfire ; 
they were weary of Manna, and {light- 
ed it : They would have Fleſb; and 
for Manna he gave them Quadils : 
But while their Meat was in their Months, 
the Wrath of God came upon them, 
&C. 

But the fober chearfulneſs and joy 
(we ſpeak of) ariling from the belief 
of the Reſaurreition , this together 
with a due Moderation and Equani- 
mity, 1s a ſafe repalt, and is greatly 
availeable to the health and well being 
even of the Body in this State, as the 
Doctrine of the Reſurye#tion aflures of 
a better, an Heavenly and Spiritual 
Body hereafter. | 
3. 1t 
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3. It ſecures us againſt the mot win. 
ning and adangerons Tentations and 
Allurements of this preſent World ; as 
it did Moſes in Pharaoh's Court, who 
when he was come to Tears, refuſed to be 
calPd the Son of Pharaoh's Daughter, 
chooſing rather to ſaffer affliction with 
the People of God, them to enjoy the plea- 
ſaves of Sin for a ſeaſon, &c. (Heb.11.) 
The Inſtance is remarkable, and what 
is here ſaid of him, is fit to be alittle 
more conſider'd. 

Moſes when MERE Viv! arv5; 5 when 
he was grown big, a grown Man ( not 
a Novice, not a Child ; nor when 
Old and Doting, not when Weak 
and Decrepit , and unfit to taſt the 
pleaſures of the Court, as Aged Bar- 
ziliat ſpeaks of himſelf, 2 Sam. 19. 
35- but) Moſes in his Ripe Years 
and fetled Strength, being then f-/! 
Forty Tears Old, Ads 7. 27. This 
Moſes refuſed to be called the Son of 
Pharaoh's Daughter. T hermutis (that 
was her Name, as #oſephus relates) 
Pharaoh's onely Daughter, and much 
beloved of him, that ſaved his Lite, 
and cauſed him to be Nurſed , and 
afterwards took care for his Ingenu- 
ous Education , in all the you 

an 
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and Learning of the Egyptians, (Philo 
7ud. in his de vita Moſis, faith, ſhe 
was at great Charges in, procuring 
Men from Forreign Parts to Inſtruct 
him.) She took him for her Son (Exod. 
2.10. AQs 7. 21.) Intending him to 
Inherit her Father's Kingdom : She 
that took him (when an Infant) out 
of this Ark of Bull-Ruſhes, where 
he was laid, would have ſet him in 
the Throne, Adopting him tor her Son. 
But he refuſcd to be called her Son, and 
conſequently to be the Heir of a King- 
dom ; herejetted the offer of a Throne 
and Kingdom, the hopes of the great- 
eſt Dignity upon Earth ; and choſe 


the Croſs rather then Crown ; or if a 


Crown, he would rather have a 
Crown of Thorns then a Crown of 
Gold, he choſe rath-r to ſuffer afflittion 
with the People of God, then to enjoy the 
Pleaſures of Sin for a ſeaſon, or (to 
render it more clolely to the Greek) 
to have the Temporary enjoyment of 
Sn, TTKBY eoiv &UGZDTICG ZWUAQUNY. 
He choſe rather to be inthe Wilder- 
neſs, then in the Court; yea 1n that 
great and terrible Wilderneſs, wherein 
were Fiery. Serpents and Scorpions, and 
droneht , where thre was no Water, 


(as 
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(as it is deſcribed, Dent. 8. 15. ) He 
choſe rather to endure the hardſhips 
of the Wilderneſs, then to enjoy the 
Delicacies and Pleaſures of the Court, 
to live there in all eaſe and toftnels, 
toenjoy the Delights and Senſual fa 
tisfations which Courts afford , tg 
have Riches, and Honours, and Digni- 
ties, and the great things and out- 
ward Glory ot this World, which 
others ſo much ſcramble for ; to have 
theſe, and whar he would (it Ezype 
could afford it ) heaped upon him; 
all this would have flowed in upon 


a 


him, if he would have been willing | 


to be Adopted by Phara»9h's Daugh- 
ter for h:r Son. And beſides his own 
Perſonal Worth and Accompliſh- 
ments , the unordinary Amiableneſs 
of his Perſon, the Excellency of his 
Parts emproved by the belt Educa- 
tion, the ſingular ſweetneſs of his 
Spirit (Meek and gentle above all Mex 
upon Earth, Numb. 12. 3.) would 
have won and gain'd him all Love and 
Reſpefts and Venerations, and the 
good Words and Applanſe of all; and 
made him more capable of gratifying 
and pleaſing himſelf, and emproving 
the advantages which the Court-lite 

might 
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might afford, But for all rhis,he choſe 
rather to ſuffer affliftion with the People 
of Goa, and as it follows in Verl. 26. 
He eſteemed the reproach of Chrift (for 
Chriſt is meant by the Azge/ that did 
lead them and keep them in the. way, 
and brought them to Canaan) greater 
Riches then the Treaſures in Egypt, of 
which Wealth and Power he had been 
Poſſeſt, had he been content to go for 
the Son of Pharaoh's Daughter. 

But what was it that enabled him 
to do all this, to deny himſelf at ſuch 
a rate as this, that he was worthy to 
be famed for the moſt Silf-denying 
Man (as he was for the moſt Meek 
Man) upon Earth? It was his Faith : 
Heb. 11. 24 By Faith Moſes when he 
was come to Tears, refuſed to be called 
the Son of Pharaoh's Dangzhter. He 
did it not out of Sullenneſs, or in a 
Pet or Humour , but deliberately , 
and upon choice , an! upon the. beſt 
reaſon and ground, he hope of the Re- 
ward t0 come; and it was Faith that 
enabled him to Eye it. 

This is the Account given in Verſ: 
26. For he had reſpeft unto the Recom- 
pence of the Reward, »nip\une yog us 
Tky juIxm/rix!, The  expeQtation 
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of better Treaſures in Heaven, a 
better Crown then what 7 hermutis 
could have helpt him to, a better 
Kingdom then thatin Egypr ; the ex- 
peCtation of better pleaſures, and a 
more happy condition hereatter, in- 
finitely above the Temporary delights 
of Sin, the pleaſures of Sin for a Sea- 
{on, for a little while in this World, 
which if he had giver up himſelf to, 
he had loſt thoſe purer and permanent 


pleaſures at Gods Right Hand ; The 


belief of better things that he ſhould 
be Heir of, if he approved himſelf as 
a Son of God, then he could ever be 
Heit of in Egypt, it he were called the 
Son of Pharaoh's Daughter 3 This 
was it which enabled him to do all 
this, and to ſufter all the hardſhips 
and difficulties he met with, which 
were not few nor ſmall. 

Grotzu3- interprets (as the Socznians 
do) wcoInno\coiav to bethe Poſſeſſing of 
Canaan, the Land Promiſed to their 
Fathers. But the word being uſed in 
the foregoing Chap. Verl. 35. for 
the Heavenly Reward, where it fol- 
lows what is ſaid in Verl. 34. A bett-r 
and an endurins Subitance ( or being) 
in Heaven, we may well here alſo 

vn- 
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underſtand it ia the ſame Senſe. 
But had it been onely an Earthly Ca- 
naaun that Moſes had reſpe&t to, we 
may hence argue ; If an Earthly In- 
heritzance, Which is uncertain, and 
ſhort (as our Life is) and not ſecured 
from troubles and crofles, could thus 
far attect Moſes, and prevail with him 
todo and ſuffer all this, and ſecured 
him againſt the Tentations of the 
Court, 2nd made him to chooſe Piety 
with afflictions, rather then Pleaſures 
accompanied with Sin ; How much 
more ſhould the Heavenly Inheritance, 
the Land of the Living (as Heaven 
may be better calPd ſo then Earth, 
as being the Land and Country of the 
Living zo Eternity) how much more 
ſhould the upper Canaan (of which 
it way be rather ſaid then of the /ower 
and Earthly Canaan, Deut. 8. That 
it is 4 Land wherein thou ſhalt Eat 
Bread without fcarceneſs, thou ſhalt not 
lack any thing in it) a Land that flow« 
eth with what is ſweeter and better 
then Milk and Honey ; How much 
more ſhould it prevail with us todeny 
our ſelves, and to overcome the Tem- 
porary delights of Sin ! 


4. This 
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4. This Dotrine of the Reſurrettion 
and the Life to come, makes the Spirit 
of a Believer Impregnable, when aſſavlt- 
ea with the greatet difficultics and dan- 
gers from without. It Arms and For- 
tifies him againſt the mcſt threatning 
Terrours of the World, as well as a- 
gainſt. the moſt alluring Tenrations ; 
an inſtance and eminent proof where- 
of we have in the Seves Brethyen and 
their Mother who ſuffer'd under Az. 
tiochws ; of which we ſpake before. 


6. It enibles Chriſtians to take pi. 
tiently the Loſs of Friends, the Decea/e 
of neareſt and deareſt Relations that air 
zn the Lord , and ſleep in Jeſus : As 
knowing that God will bring them 
again with Chriſt at the lalt Day; 
God will raiſe them out of their 
Graves, and they ſhall as ſoon be witli 
Chriſt when he Deſcexds from Hen 
ven with a Shout, with the Vorce of the 
Archargel and the Trump of God, as 
thoſe that are alive upon the Earth at 
his coming ; who {hall not prevert 
them which are aſl-ep ; but the Dead in 
Chriſt ſhall Riſe firſt, and fo ail of 
them (both the newly raiſed Saints, 


and 
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and the then living who /ball be changed 
ina moment, in the twinkling of an Eye 
(1 Cor. 15.) their Bodies being to be 
made Incorruptible and Immortal, 
and ſo qualified for Heaven, as well 
25 the Bodies of them that were raiſed 
from the Dead) I fay, all of them 
ſhall at once be taker up in the Clouds, 
to meet the Lord-in the Air, to attend 
upon the Judge, the King of Glory; 
and ſo ſhall they ever be with the Lord. 
All this we have in 1 Theſ, 4. And 
re not theſe words cf comfort in the 
aſe of Chriſtian Friends Deceaſed ? 

And it enables alſo zo take patiently, 
fea, and joyfally, the ſpoyling of their 
Go0ds,the loſs of their Worldly Goods, 
their Eſtates and Poſſeſhohs, as it 1s 
aprelly ſaid of the believing Hebrews, 
n Chap. 10, 34. Where alſo 13 men- 
tion'd that which enabled them ro-fuch 
2 joyous patience, for it immediately 
follows in the ſame. Verſe, knowirg 1 
ur ſelves that yeu have in Heaven 4 
rtter and more endurins Subſtance, 
better Treaſures, and ſuch as can- 
not be taken away, none can ſpoile 
them of ; and that for their loſſes 
and ſufferings here , they ſhall be 
lafinitely Rewarded and Recompen- 


ſed 
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6. It makes Believers more mina{u 
of,and faithful to, the great ends of Life 
and Being in this World ; It melts 
them into ſofter Compaſſions to the 
Souls of others, and enlarges them 
into greater deſires of and endeavours 
after the good of others every way; 
1 hat they alſo may *with them be the 
Children of the Reſurreftion , and ac 
counted worthy to obtain that World and 

- the Reſurretion from the Dead (Luke 
20. 35.) and to ſtand before the Soa of 
Man (Chap. 31. 26.); 

Thele are thoſe that love the appear. 
inz of Chriſt (as it isin 2 7m. 4.) 
and prepare for it, and they would 
fain have others alſo ſo minded, and 
therefore while they are in the World, 
they endeavour todo what good they 
Can. 

Theſe long and /ook for the Bl (ſed 
Flope and Glorious Appearing of our 
Saviour Teſws Chriſt ( Tit. 2.) Then 
ſhall the ſhadows of this dark Lite flee 
away 3 Then ſhall the Day break, 
and the Night be gone ; Then wil 


the Eyelids of that Morning begin to Þ 


open, when they ſhall awake and 
ſee 
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ſee the Face of God in Righteouſneis ;. 


The Morning to that calm and fair 
Day of Eternity ( »utgx? cual9s, 2 
Pet. 3. lt.) the Day that ſhall have 
no Sun-ſet, no Evening ; the Day 
which the Lord hath maae, we ſhall re- 

jyce and be glad in it, (Pſal. 118.) _ 
To thele Children of the ReſurretFion 
sthat encouraging paſſage of Scrip- 
turein Lake 23. 5. where, after the 
nention of Chriſts coming in a Cloud 
vith Power and great Glory, it is 
ſud, and by Chriſt himſelf, Whez 
theſe things come to paſs, then look up 
ud lift up your Heads , for your Re. 
imption draweth nigh, The Phraſe is 
ike to that in Rom.$8 . I9, &« T0». eod\onu 
% xrir%;, Exerto capite faita expe- 
iutio Creature :, Where the Apoſtle 
by.a Pathctical Elegant Proſopopeia 
rings in the whole Creation exped- 
zz, looking and longing for,with Head 
fred up, the Manife{tation, and Ver. 
tl. the Glorious Liberty of the Sons 
#f God, and to be delivered from the 
b1aze of Corruption and the being [ub- 
"a unto Vanity, under which it groan- 
!b and travelleth with pain until now, 
but the word'in Luke reſpeRs rather 
lis then becoming temper of the Mind 
F 2 then 
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then any geſture of the Body, it im: lo 
ports the greateſt longing aud moſt [F, 
joyous expettation : And therefore [,,, 
the Syriack attending to the Senſe of 
the place, rather then to the letter, 
doth not unfitly render the Greek 
[ eworuorre Look up ] by w29Ns Be of 
2000d Cheer, have a 2ocd Heart. But 
this comfort is onely for the Children 
of the Reſurrection, for thoſe that love 
the appearing of Chriſt (as the Apoſtle 
CharaQterizes thoſe Chriſtians to JF]; 
whom God the Righteous TFnage mill 
at that Day give the Crown of Righte. 
ouſneſs :) and ſuch onely can /9ve the 
appearing of Chriſt, his Illuftrions ap 
pearing, his coming then with Power 
and great Glory, who have already 
endured and felt with patience the 
Day of his coming, and the Power of 
his Spiritual appearance within them, 
when he was not diſturb'd, nor op 

ſed in his Refining and Spiritual Work, 
for he is like a Refiners Fire, and kt " 
ſhall Sit as a Refiner and Purifier f Ge, 
Silver ; as it is in Mad. 3. 


PROPOSITION III. 


3. Chriftians muſt always Abouni, 
or Excel, in the Work of the _—_ 
—_— 
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The Greek word [| wigtoscvorrts ] 
1+ ſignifies not onely 70 Abound, but to 
oft Excel; SOin 1Cor.14.12. i'« mgiorivare 
ore hut ye may Excel; And Matth. 5.47. 
ith Chriſt to his Diſciples, 7: a+go50y 
mite ; Mhat Excellent, or what Sin- 
war, what Extraordinary thing. doye ? 


Both come much to one, Chriſtians 
muſt Excel others, or Abound more 
tes others, and they mult Excel them- 
lives, or bound more then themſelves, 
i the Work of the Lord. 

And what herein $S. Paul exhorts 
others to , he himſelf practiſed ; He 
ixcelled other», he abounded morye then 
«:rs, fo he {aith of himſelf in 1 Cor, 
K. 10. %9100TERWV AUTAY DAVTAY WWODIACA, 
| Laboured more abundantly then they 
dl, then the reſt of the Apoſtles ; 
nd in 2 Cor. 11.23. * «670%: mguaroreges, 
in Labours more abundant ; Witneſs 
's Preaching ſrom Jeruſalem and 
rund about even tmto Illyricum ( Rom. 
5. 19.) Three Hundred and Fifty 
bermay Miles (as Parews upon the 
place obſerves) particularly, in Arabia 
(Gal. 1.17.) at Damaſcus (Gal. 1.17) 
it Antioch ( AQts 13. 1.) at Selencta 
(Atts 13,4.) in Cyprus (Afﬀts 13. 4.) 
F 3 in 
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in Pamphilia (AQts 13.13.) in Piſidi 
(Atts 13.14. ) in Lycaonia (Ads 14, Ta 
6.) inCzlicia (As 15. 41.) in Phrygiy 
(AQts 16. 6.) in Galatia (AQs 16. 6.) 
at Troas (AQts 16. 8.) at Athens (Ads 
17.15.) in Achaia (Ads 18. 1.) in 
Macedonia ( Atts 16. 10.) beſides 6. 
ther places, and thoſe places eſpecial- 
ly where Chriſt was #)t Named (for to 
Preach here was his Holy Ambition, 
Rom. 15. 20, iMontusumo! )) which 
made his labour the greater, which 
would have been far eaſier, if he had 
onely Preacht where others had laid 
the Foundation of Chriſtian Know: 
ledge. 

And as he excelÞd others, ſo he ex. 
celled himſelf allo. So he faith of him- 
ſelf, Phil. 3. 3. Forgeting thoſe things 
which are behind (not looking at that 
which was behind, to ſee how much 
of the Race I have paſſed, or how 
much others are behind me) aza reac 
ing. forth unto thoſe things which at 
before (aw dmics ſtretching as hard 
as I can to getto the end of the Race 
which is before me, and to overtake 
and out-run others ) I preſs towaris 
the Mark, or Goal, for the Sg:þ:1 the 
Prize of the high calling of God in Chrij 
Teſs. Thus 
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Thus we ſee what thebleſſed Apoſtle 
Taught, and whar he Practifed ; 
and in Conformity to his Doftrine 


and his Example; 


Chriſtians maſt Excel themſelves, 
Abound more then they bave done, 

in in th Work of the Lord : Their l:/t 
Works muſt be more then the fir, as 


itis ſaid of the Church of Thyatira, 


in Revel. 2. 19. They mult ot be 
peary 12 well. doing , but go on and 
mend their pace, ftill making a far- 
ther * Progreſs in Religion, and going 
om'to perfettion (Heb. 6. 2.) And the 
nearer they are to the Goal, the end 
of their Race , -the faſter they muſt 
Run 

Thus the ſame Apoſtle writing 
to the 7 h-ſſalonians (Chap.4. 1.) doth 
biſcech and exhort them by the Lo'd 
Trſus, that as th.y had rec:ived (had 
been taught) how they ought to walk 
and t9 pleaſe God, ſo they would Abound 


more ft more. 


And truly the more Excellent 


1 Chriſtians have a Spirit of great In» 


geau'ty in chem, For 


F 4 rt. They 
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1. They are Senſible of the much 
God hath done for them already. He 
hath Bleſſed them with all Spiritual 
bleſſings in Chrif, Ephel. :. and: Spi. 
ritual good things are the choiceſt of 
Bleffings. And they judge thernſelves 
leſs then the leaſt of Gods Mereie, 
as Jacob did, Gen. 32.10. 1 al; 
then all the Mercies, and then all the 
Truth, which thou haſt ſhewed unto th 
Servant, which the Chaldee Par 
phraſt fitly renders, 41It (T1 bh 
deſerts are leſs thep all the Mercies, and 
all the Benefits which thow hait aone to 
thy Servazt. 


2. They are Senſible of the much } 
more he hath promiſed to do for 
them, and # reſerved for them in He 
wen (1 Pet. 1. 4.) They have cauſeto 
iay with David (Pſal. 31. 19.) O how 
great #u thy Goodneſs which thou hait 
laid up for them that fear thee ; As 
they have cauſe alſo to reckon with 
S. Paul, that the ſufferings of this pre- 
fent time, all their labours and fervices, 
are not worthy to be compar:a with jie 


Glory that ſhall be revealcd, 
3. They 
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2. They are Senfible of the little 
they have done for God, what mean 
and poor returns they have made to 
God who hath dealt bountifully with 
them. None are more deeply lenſible 
of their Omiſſions, none are more 
apt to judge themſelves «profitable 
Servants ( Luke 17.) then they that 
have done moſt, they that bave abowun- 
ded moſt in the Work of the Lord, Tt 
was the Speech of that Holy and 
Learned Biſhop, Biſhop Uſher, not 
long before his Death, Lord forgive 
me my Omiſſions: And yet he was a 
moſt Induſtrious and Diligent La- 
bourer 1n God's Vineyard. Admir- 
able is the humble Ingenuity of choſe 
good and faithful Servants of God , 
who when Chriſt at the Day of Judg- 
ment before Angels and Men doth 
remember to their Honour what they 
had done for Him in their life-rime, 
reply, Lord when ſaw we thee an 
Hungred , and fed thee ; or Thirſty, 
and gave thee drink ; or a Stranger, 
and took thee in ; or Naked, and clothed 
thee , or Sick, or in Priſon, and came 
ueto thee ? 


A 
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A Lover of God, who ſerves him 
not.out of Mercenary regards, but 
from an Ingenuous Spirit, doth not 
{core up his Duties and keep an ac- 
count of his Performances, does not 
Regiſter and then reckon how many 
good Oflices he hath done for the 


. Cauſe of God in the World, he keeps 


na Catalogue of his Services ; and 
then ſits [til] and applauds and pleaſes 
himfelf in what he hath done. But 
he forgets the things which axe be- 
hind ; he is as little elated as if he had 


- done nothing ; and therefore preſſeth 


hard forward, and yeacheth to the 
things that are before. 

Whereas on the contrary, Formal, 
meer Outward Chriſtians, being of a 
Phariſaick and Servile Spirit , they 
that are far from ſerving God accep- 
rably ( Heb. 12 ) they ſet an high 
value upon their Pertormances ; and 
(like the ſhallow Streams which are 
molt loud) they boalt of their Out- 
ward Services, and pleaſe and pride 
themſelves in their often reflections | 
upon what they have done ; and 
they would alſo be applauded by 
others ; for all their Works they ao, 
for to be ſeen of Men ( Matth. 


e3. 5.) 


A Diſcoarſe ou 1 Cor. 15; 58. 

23. 5.) Tes 70 0a FWou 'TIH5, wganus, 
The word [6:x9iva: ] uſed here (and 
in Matth. 6.5.) 1s very proper and 
fit to expreſs Fhparives, Stage-Players 
and Actors of a Part in Religion, and 
it imports ſuch 4 ſeeing , ſuch a /ook- 
inz os by Men, as 1n a Theatre or 
Stage, a looking on with Admiration 
and Applauſe: And to this purpoſe 


is that other word in Matth. 6. 2. - 


d\odxIoow, that they mey be Glorified, 
or Honoured of Men; Yea, and of 
God too. And yet it is but ſome 
Outward Service, void of Inward 
Life , that they perform to God. 
But it is their All, it is All that they 
will part with ; and they would have 
it valued at no mean rate; they have 
no {mall opinion of their Lip-devotion, 
and the Bodily exerciſe of Religion ; 
their Honouring God with their Lips, 
ſome good words, or ſome good works 
not proceeding from a right principle, 
nor directed to a right end: And 
hereby they think they do demerer; 
Deum,and oblige Him for ever. And 
yet all is but an empty Shell which 
they bring, a Shell without a Kernel, 
a Cabiner without the Jewels, But 
{uch is their high eſteem of it, that 

they 
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they are ready to take it ill, and to 
challenge God for not taking due 
notice of the Honour and Service they 
do him ; and he isnot,. as they think, 
ſo ſeafible and regardtu! thereof as 
he ſhould be, when chings go other- 
wiſe with them then they wiſh, 
The Inward Language of their Hearts 
is fully expreſt by I/e. Chap. 58. 3. 
Wherefore have we Faited, ſay they, 
and thou feeſt not * Wherefore have we 
Afﬀiicted our Soul, and thou talſt no 
knowledge ? And yet this was but a 
meer Outward Humiliation, as it is 
expreſtin Verſ.5. The bowing down the 
Head as « Bul-Ruſh for a Day, and the 
ſpreading of Sackcloth and Aſhes under 
them. But alas , what is the hanging 
or bowing down the Head, while the 
Heart is unbowed and unhumbled ? 
And what is Seckcloth and Aſhes, when- 
as Pride compaſſcth them as a Chain, 
(Pfal. 73. 6.) ? 

Here then is the difference between 
thoſe that are Chriſtians Outwardly, 
and thoſe that are Chriſtians Inwardly 
(as the the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the Few 
(Rom. 2.) The former make great ac- 
count of their trifles, as if they were 


the moſt ſolid realities, and the moſt 
Precious 
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precious rarities : The other -account 


themſelves, ahd their Beſt perform- 
ances, their moſt ſubſtantial Services, 
ro be as nothing before God ;} But 


chough itbecomes them to think thus: 


humbly and meanly of themſelves , 
yet God who weighs the Spirits of Men 
and tryeth their Nearts, he hath an 
high efteem 'of them'; God is not #n- 
righteous 80 forget their Work and La- 
bour of Love, whith they have ſhewed 
toward hu Name, (Heb. 6. 10.) but 
he will remember them and' their Per- 
tormances, and an Honourable Coin- 
memoration ſhallbe made of -them at 
the Laſt Day, Matth. 25. 34: © 


4. As they are Senſible of the little 
they have done for God, and aregriev- 
ed at their Omiſſians ; ſo they 'are 
ſenſible of the little time- they have ro 
repair their negletts of thoſe fair ad- 
vantages which they have had for do- 
ing good: They are apprehenſive of 
the Shortneſs and Uncertainty of their 
Lite and continuance here ; that their 
time is but Short here to Teſtifie their 
Love to God in their Love of others, 
and caring for their good,they have but 
a Shoet ſpace ro Labour in ; and it is 

but 
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but ſhort, (and as nothing to Eternity) 


if they be in the Morning. of their 
Age ,.or in the. Afternoon (and in- 
deed ſuch ſerious Thoughts as theſe do 


more commonly poſſeſs choſe that are 


in the Afternoon of their Life :) And 
therefore they rouſe up and excite 
themſclyes: to a greater diligence , 
Awake, awake , up and be doing, 
they ſay unto. their Squl; Stir up the 
gift of God 1a thee, :be ſtrong in the 
Grace that js in Chriſt. Teſws : And 
ſhow farth: that Streagrh in a Power 
to do more,. and to exdure. more bard- 
neſs,as becomes 4 good; Saw{aier of Jeſus 
Chrif, (2 Tim. 2.) -; , 
While it is Day, while the light of 
Life ſhines, tbos azwſt Work the Works 
of. him. front thee, the Works of 
God, . the buſineſs of Religian muſt he 
heeded by thee; For the Naght cometh 
when wo Man canWork, (To. 9. 4.) 
the Sunſet 'of thy Life, the Night ot. 
Death approacheth, and then the ſza- 
{ons and advantages for an ative em- 
ploying thy. ſelf about the good cf 
others, and Glorifying the Name of 
God in this. World, will be over and 
paſt, And therefore, becauſe th+rc 1; 
no Work, nor deliberation, nor M{iſdon 
iM 
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in the Grave mwhither thou art going ; 
whatſoever thy hana findeth to do, do it 
with thy might, ( Ecclel. 9. 19.) Love 
God «E os Ths iloxuos (a more Empha- 
tical word then dvizus) with all thy 
Strength, with all thy Mind, with all 
thy Heart, and with all thy Soul ; with 
whatſoever 1s in- thee, and in thy 
Power ; all thy faculties muſt be raif- 
ed up to their beſt pitch : And the 
beſt expretiion and proof of this Love 
is in ſerving the Will of God in thy 
Generation to the beſt of thy Skill and 
Abilines, | 

Live much in a Short time, for the 
time paſt, of our Life may ſuffice us to have 
wrought our own Will; But Chriſt hath 
ſuffered for us in the Fleſh, that we 
ſbould no longer Live the ret of our time 
in the Fleſh, to the Luſts of Men, 
(to the gratifying of thoſe. Appetites 
which Men generally Indulge them- 
ſelves in) but to the Will of God, which 
is worthy to be obey'd and complyed 
with inall things by ns. Let it be our 
wonder and our grief, that we were 
for {9 long a time (the ſhorteſt time is 

to0- long) Strangers to God*® and *the 
 waysof Religion, that we ſhould for 
any time live without God in the —__ 

an 


So 


A Diſcourſe on n Cor. 15.58. 


and be unacquainted with the Beſt of 
Services and Employments, which 
are the Services of Religion ; Thar 
we ſhould be eſtranged from the I. ife 
of God, which is the Nobleſt and 
Sweeteſt Liſe , a Life of the higheſt 
Excellency, and of the moſt ſatisfying 
Pleaſure : And therefore being now 
reſtored to God, and having found 
him whom our Souls Love, and whom 
our Sonls ſhould ever have loved, him 
who loved us firſt , how ſhould we 
cleave the more cloſe to him, even 
with full purpoſe of Heart ; How ſhould 
welive wholly to his Will ; and Walk 
Worthy of him unto all pleaſing, bein; 
fruitful in every good Work ; ſtudying 


to know what will pleaſe him, whar 


is that good and acceptable and perfett 
Willof God, and then to do it with all 
Alacrity and Faithfulneſs, 
'!:Live then much in a ſhort time, 
Redeem the time, repair thy Omiſſions 
in ſome meaſure by Redoubling thy 
diligence. Let the Book of thy Life 
(the Book that muſt be opened at the 
Laſt Day) be full of Senſe and worthy 
Matter ; Let there be no void ſpaces 
and empty /acunas (Idle Words and 
an Idle Life are (uch) init: Letevery 
Page 
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Page of it (every Day) be filPd with 
what is Significant, Intelligible, Ra- 
tional, and' Worthy tobe Tranſcribed 
and Copyed out by others. Live in 
an Exemplary way, and follow that 
beſt Exemplar , the Holy Jeſus, of 
whom S. Petey gives this ſhort Char. 
after , (in his Sermon to Corzelizs , 
Atts 10. ) dunndev wegyeral, He went 
tout doing good. Think thou haſt loft 
2 Day (as its ſaid of the Emperour 
Titus Veſpaſian) if thou haſt not done 
ſome good in it. Think thou haſt not 
lived, if thou haſt not lived to the 
Service of Religion : As that Courtier 
who retired from the Vanities-of this 
World, and ſeriouſly applyed himſelf 
J to the Services of Religion Seven 
Years before his Death, would have 
I this: Epitaph, Hic jacet Septuagenarius 
qui ſeptem wixit annos. Let that 
Speech of the Apoſtle (Rom. 12. 11.) 
be often in thy Thoughts, Jet it be 
Written in fair Letters upon tiny Heart, 
I Not Slothful in buſineſs, Ferwent in 
Spirit, Serving the Lord. 

We muſt not be Slothful in Buſineſs, 
11 oo8s/\1, as to diligence and induſtry 
in our Calling and what concerns us, 


Whatſoewver thy Hand findeth to do, as 
G the 
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the occaſion ſhall offer ix ſelf, and the 
thing ſhall require ( ſo the phraſe is 
uſed in Jaag.g.33- and 1 Sam. 10.7.) 
do it with thy Might, do it as well as 
thou canſt : As we have opportunity, 
let us do good unto all Men, or as we 
hive Ability, Gal. 6. But eſpecially 
do not the Work of the Lord negligently 
(Jer. 48 ) be not negligent and lazy 
in Religion ; make that thy buſineſs, 
let it be thy ty, make it not thy 
T«egy%!, as if the Work of the Lord 
were to be done onely by the by ; be 
ſerious and in good earneſt in it, 1t 1s 
for the Life of thy Soul 

We mult be Fervent in Spirit, 
T5 TVWyuxrt 2£9ris (the like is faid of 
Apellos, AQts18. 25.) burning in Spirit, 
not coldly affected towards God's 
Service and Honour , but with enfla 
med atftettions and earneſt endeavours 
ever following that which is good; 
this the Apoltle calisin Tiras 2, Zeb 
OUS of 200d Works. : 

[t follows, Servings the Lord, or the 
Seaſon, or OpDortunity that is before us 
(for not a few Greek Copies 1aſtead 
of gy read wn , the time or ſeaſon) 
enbracing and emproving all the ad- 


vantages that preſent themſelves to us. 


for 
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for procuring the-good of others, and 
winning others, and doing Honour to 
God. And this indeed is a good T ime- 
ſerving, free trom the leaſt Self-lcek- 
ing; and we lerve the Lord, when 
we ſerve the time or ſeaſon, that is, 
lay hold on and improve the preſent 
opportunity, and every advantageous 
eccaſion of doing good. 

And indeed, the more excellent 
Chriſtians, ſuch as are more emprovy- 
ed in Grace and Spiritual Wiſdam , 


| account themſelves more cbliged to 


this Avounding inthe Work of the Lord, 
from the conſideration of what the 
Apoltle intimates in Roz. 13.1. that 
ow Salvation ts now ntarer to us then 
whez we believed, when we were firſt 
called and convert=d to the Faith of 
Chriſt ; we are now nearer to rhe exd, 
or reward of our Faith, the Salvarion 
of our Souls; we ore nearcr to the 
Coal and end of our Race, and conle- 
quently nearer to the Prize of our 
high Calling in Chriſt Telus. This 
Life of Action draws nearer to its 
Perrud , and the Life of Reward is 
more near, the Kingdom of Heaven 1s 
a Hind ; and therefore kn1r;i»g the 
tim?, that this is the ſeaſon of loving 
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our Neighbour, of doing all the good 
we can to others, (of which the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks in the foregoing Verle) ze ;; 
hioh time to awake out of Sleep, to 
ſhake off all drowſineſs, to awake out 
of a Lazy Profe:iton, to be up and be 
doing : For we have not long tolivein 
the World, and e're long we ſhall lay 
hold on Eternal Lite, and receive the 
Reward far beyond all our Services, 
infinitely above all our Labours here. 
And here it may not be unfit to take 
notice of a Three fold Self-dezyal, full 
of Nobleneſs and Ingenuity , in the 
more Excellent Chriſtians. 


x. Though they are Senlible of a 
Better State 1n the other World, of 
better Enjoyments, and SatisfaCtions 
more pure and permanent then 1n this 
preſent Life 3; and though they 
are full of comfortable hopes of their 
{afe arrival and happy entertainment 
in that World of Souls (Nnizwanmbmy 
as the Jews call ut) when they ſhall 
bc gathered to the Sp!rits of Tut Men 
made perfect ; Yet they are not un 
willies, ray rather delirous, to tay 


| longer for their Reward, ſo that they 


may do more Service here, and Mint- 
{ter 
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fer to the good of others ; they would 
Labour more in God's Vineyard, they 
would Abound more iz th: Work of the 
Lord, They are not over-haſty to 
receive their Wages, their Peay for 
[abouring in the Vineyard, They do 
not complain of their bearing the Bur- 
den and Heat of the Day. They are 
willing with Jacob to ſerve Seven 0- 
ther Years for Rach?/. They are not 
impatient of the lengrh of the way to 
Canaan , nor do they murmur that 
they are kept from talting the Fruits 
thereof, 1hey are not eager to enter 
ypon the full pleaſures of the Hea- 
venly Teruſal-m, They are content 
with ſome Cluſters of Grapes here, 
to Hearten and Strengthen them for 
their Work and Labour. They 
would not go to reſt, to their Beds 
too ſoon (ſo the Grave is called, Iſa. 
57. 2, He (hall enter into Peace, they 
ſball re in their Beds.) They are de- 
firous to Work longer ; and when 
they have Labour'd more, aid finiſh- 
ed the work which they deſired rodo 
tor God, then they can better ſing 
with Old Sim:299, Nunc dimittis, Lord 
now letteſt thou thy Servant depart in 
Peace: And when they lie down, their 
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Sleep ſhall be ſweet unto them , Prov, 
» 25. 
; And now for the verifying cf all 
this that hath been ſaid, we have an 
evident proof in S. Paz/, an Illuſtri- 
ous Example of this kind of Self-deny- 
al, who though he was aſſured of a 
Better State after his Deceale, yet he 
was content to ſtay longer tor his 
Reward, he wes willing to be abſent 
from the Lord, to be out of Heaven, 
and to abide longer here 3 that he 
might do more Service in the World, 
and Miniſter to the good of others : 
He rather coniider'd what was more 
Needtul for Others, then whar would 
be more Gainful for Himſelf. This 
1s plain out of Ph/lip. 1. from Verſ. 
#1. tO 25. The whole Paragraph is 
worthy co be opened and further cx 
plained. In Verſe, 21. he Profeſſeth, 

To me to Live,is Chri#f] that is, If 1 
Live, my Life ſhall be wholly ſpent in 
the Service of Chriſt, this is the main 
delign and bulineſs of my Lite ; this 
1s my choice, andI do not count it 
worth the while to Live in the World, 
Life is not valuable, but onely on this 
account, that I may bring Honour to 
Chriſt,and win Souls fo the Goſpel. It 
follows, And 
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And to Die is gain] that is, If 1 
Die, I ſhall be a Gainer by it, Eternal 
Life and Happineſs being infinitely 
above all the enjoyments in this pre- 
ſent Life; And it I Die a Martyr at 
Rome (where I am now a Priſoner of 
the Lord, Epheſ. 4. x. a Priſoner for 
the Cauſe of Chriſt). if I Seal and Con- 
firm the Truth of Chriſt by my Blood, 
tie Service and Glory of Chriſt ſhall 
be advanced by my ſufferings, yea and 
my Death ſhall be more eminently 
gainful tome; this ſuffering and Mar- 
tyrdom being rewarded with a further 
Acceiiion of Glory,and a more rich En- 
creaſe of Happineſs:SothatTam reſolved, 
that Chriſt ſhall be Magnificd in my Body, 
whether it be by Life or by Death,Ver.20, 

Verl. 22. But if I Live in the 
Fleſh, this is waga!s wys the Fruit 
of my Labour ] Our Tranſlation 
makes the place obſcure, which 
otherwile is clear enough, it it be con- 
fider'd that #»ewis reys 1s the ſame 
with opere pretium (and ſeveral ſuch 
Latiniſms there are in the New Teſta- 
ment) and itſignifties worth the while, 
worth my labour, And lo the Senſe of 
this Verle is this, If I continue in this 
Fleſhly Tabernacle, if I yet live in the 
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World,it is worth the while,it will not 
be altogether unprofitable to'me, nor 
to others, becauſe thereby I may gain 
ſome to Chriſt ; and as for you Phz/ip- 
pians and other Chriſtians, I may be 
helpful to you and them, for 'youy 
and their f#rtherance and joy of Faith, 
( Verl. 25.) 

It follows in the ſame Verſe, Te 
what I ſhall chooſe, I wot not} : There 
are weighty and preſſing Reaſons on 
both ſides ; fo that I know not well 
whether I ſhould chooſe and deſire to 
Live or Die, if the choice of both were 
given me. 

Verſ. 23. For I am in a ſhrewht 
betwixt two ] Here are two different 
delires, each have their Reaſons 
to move; on the one ide, 

Hiving a deſire to depart] I have a 
great deſire to return home. For (0 the 
Greek word ſhould be render'd, rather 
then 70 depart ; and the fitneſs of the 
Metaphor doth by the way ſuggeſt 
thistous, That this Life is a State of 
Baniſhment , or a Pilgrim-condition , 
a State of abſence from God (2 Cor.s.) 
and from our Fathers Houſe, and that 
Heaven 1s the proper Country anc Seat 
of Souls, it is their Home, 


It 
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It follows, and to be with Chriſt , 
which is far better] Our Engliſh Tran- 
flation is not here ſo full, and leaves 
outa word ; it is exattly thus, ſor this 
is much better by far, or this is far bes- 
ter by 4 great deal , w9\AG yo wanhnov 
Kpt1aTvor, 

And here by the way may be obſerv- 
ed; That the Soul hath a Being and 
doth alſo a&Et, and is capable of joy or 
pain, and ſenſible of the good or evil 
condition ſhe is in, afrer the Death of 
the Body; and that therefore ſhe doth 
not fall into a deep Sleep, and con- 
tinue (as the Body doth) in a ſenſe- 
leſs condition for many Hundreds, if 
not Thouſands, of Years, till the 
ſounding of the Shrill 'Trumpet of the 
Archangel at the great Day of Judg- 
ment : Otherwiſe it had not been ex- 
ceedingly much better for S. Paul to 
depart this Life, but to have lived 
and continued 1n the Fleſh till the 
coming of that great Day ; S. Paul 
had not been in a ſtrait between two, 
nor at alols whether to chooſe, but 
he would ealily have preferr'd it as 
more defireable to be awake and alive 
here to the Service of Chriſt, and to 
the endeavouring the good of others ; 

To 
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To att for God in the World, and to 
be ſenſible of that ſatisfattion, and to 
reap that joy and pleaſure which 
would follow (and did flow into his 
Soul) upon ſuch labouring and abourd- 
ing in the work of the Lord, being 
plainly more eligible and a better State; 
And to fall aſleep, which is to be in 
a condition of doing nothing for 
Chriſt, and of being uncapable of 
that joy and pleaſure which accom« 
panies the doing of good, being as 
plainly a worſe Eſtate. If to be with 
Chriſt,be to tall aſleep, to do nothing, 
to feel nothing, not to be ſenſible of 
his being there, it were better tor him 
to be from Chriſk; and to be Mini- 
{tring to the good of others in the 
World ; conlidering alſo that it was 
io needful for the Phil:;pprans and © 
thers that he ſhould abide in the Fleih: 
To live and to att, and to enjoy 
the comfort of ſuch aCting being ſimp- 
ly better, then for the Soul to Sleep, 


_ that 1s, to do nothirg, to perceive 


nothing, which is all one for the time 
asif the Soul were really Dead, or did 

Sleep the Sleep of Death. 
And whereas ſome (as Grot/#s and 
others) underſtand no more by this 
Phraſe 
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Phraſe [To be with Chri# } then this, 
to be in Chrifti cnftodia quoad partens 
potiorem, 1. e, animam, to be received 
by Chriſt into ſafe cultody, to be 
committed to his truſt and keeping ; 
I Anſwer, 

Firſt, That ſothe Faithful were in 
this Life kept by him and by God, 
J6. 17. 11,12. and Chap 10. 28, 29. 
1 Pet. 1. 5. Qgogruives,, which implys 
a ſafe cuſtody, and Chap. 4.19. which 
plainly is meant of this Lite ; and 
therefore if this be mcant by being with 
Chriſt, they might be ſaid to be with 
Chri# here, in this Senſe. 


Seconaly, That though the Souls of 


the faithful be after Death received 
into Chriſt's cuſtody and keeping , 
yet this doth not imply nor infer their 
falling into a ſenſeleſs, unattive, dead 
Sleep. In Zo. 12.26. Chriſt promi- 
ſeth to every one that ſerves him and 
follows him , where I am , there 
ſhall alſo my Servantxke ; and -after- 
wards, him will ny Fatht» Honour,that 
'sSreward, ſo the Greek word imports. 
So that the being where Chriſt is [or the 
being with him] and God's Rewarding, 
go together. When z Stephen at 
his Death ſaid, Lord Jeſus reerve my 

Spirit, 
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Spirit, this doth no more prove that 
his Spirit fell aſleep, as ſoon as it was | 
received by Chriſt into his cuſtody, {| w! 
then that the Spirit or Soul of Chriſt {| C| 
was aſleep for three Days , after his Sc 
Death, immediately before- which he |} th 
faid, Father, into thy Hands ITcommend 2 
my Spirit, Luke 23. 46. V 
Thirdly, T add , That this Phraſe 
& [To be with Chri#)] doth in the Style al 


of the Scripture imply a State of Life al 
and Senſe ; not a ſenſeleſs Sleep, but d| 
ſuch a State wherein the Faithful en. pl 


joy Chriſt, and perceive the good of } 9! 
being with him: As appears by com- 
paring ſeveral paſſages of Scripture. 
Thus in Fo. 17. 24. It is joyned with 
their beholding the Glory which God 
hath given him. And it is made uſe 
of by Chriſt as an, _— tO COM» 
fort his troubled Diſciples, J-.14 3. 
and by-the Apoſtle Paul to comfort 
Chriſtians when grieved for the de» 
ceaſe of friends, 17T heſ. 4. 17. Where, 
to be for ever with the Lord, that is 
with Chriſt, is more then to be taken 
into his cuſtody, and is far from ſigni- 
- fying for evg to be aſleep. Inall thele 
places it ſignifies a State of Adtivity 
and Senſe, and Perception, and a Per- 
ception 


OE I—_Y 


__ ded TT” WP WT = 


A Diſcoarſe on 1 Cor. 15. 58. 


ception of that Joy and Happineſs, 
which being conſidered ſhould fortifie 
Chriſtians againſt all trouble and 
Sorrow. And fo to be with Chriſt, is 
the ſame with #o live with Chriſt , 
2 Tim. 2.11. and zo reign with Chriſt, 
Verl. 12. | 

And although their being with Chriſt, 
after they have received their Spiritual 
and Heavenly Body at the ReſurreQion, 
doth ſignifie a greater degree of Haps 
pineſs and a fuller meaſure of Reward, 
of which they are now more capable 
by reaſon of their Spiritual Body : 
Yet their being with Chriſt in the inter- 
mediate {pace, between their Death 
and the Reſurrection or laſt Judg- 
ment, is far from ſignifying nothing 
at all, no leſſer degree of Happineſs, 
no enjoyment of Chriſt, no comfor- 
table and joyous Perception of rheir 
being with him, nothing but a being 
kept ſafe or kept in being , nothing 
but being in a Dead Sleep in his 
Arms, 

But to return to the reſt of the Para: 
graph. 

Verf. 24. Nevertheleſs, or but, to 
abide in the Fleſh is more needful for you] 
Though it would be more advantage» 

ous 
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ous and gainful ro me to Die, to gg 
home and to be with Chritt ; Yer it is 
more for the advantage of you Phljp. 
pians, and of others, that I ſhould 
live and continue longer 1n this 
World. 

And thus we ſee how S. Paul was 
plainly ' divided between two deſires ; 
the one of his own happineſs , in re. 
turning to his Father's Houſe and be. 
ing with Chriſt ; the other of his 
doing good to others ; and he inclines 
at laf rather rq this latter ; Unon this 
{corc,of being in a capacity to do good 
to others, he is inclined to hve; as 
appears by: the following Verſe, 
where he expreſſeth his hope (which 
argued his delire) thar he ſhould 
abide and continue with them , live a 
while longer, for their furtherance 
and joy of Faith, He 1s 'willing to 
ſtay for his reward, he is content to 
be abſent from Chriſt, to have his 
more immediate nd Þlifstul enjoy- 
ment of him deſer'd, he is willing to 
be out of Heaven, thar he may do tha 
more good upon Ezrt!t; content to be 
leſs happy tor the preſent, that he 
may be the more {:rvicu:ble in the 
World. He would not {o ſoon be * 
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reſt from his labours; though his con- 
tinuing in the World was likely to 
bring 91m more ſuffering and hard- 
ſhips : He was now at Rome, a Pri- 
ſoner for Chriſt, and in the days of 
Nero, that Lioz ( as he calls him, 2 
Tim. 4 ) and he never ftir'd out of 
his hired Houſe there, but with a 
Souldier which held him faſt to him 
by an Iron Chain (of which he ſpeaks 
Aits 28.) and therefore it were far 
better for him, and eſpecially in theſe 
Circumſtances, to be with Chriſt, 
the Lamb, who is ſaid (in Revel. 7. 
17. ) zo feed thoſe that are his, and 
lﬀad them unto Living Fonntains. of 
Water , 10 that they ſhall either 
Hunger nor Thirſt any more.; Yet he 
is willing to ſtay at Roxze, and to await 
the fury of the Zion, that Monſter of 
Raging Cruelty, Nero; before whom 
he was brought once at leaſt, and he 
was delivered out of the Mouth of the 
Lion, (2 Tim. 4. 17.) God ſtood with 
hin and ſtrengthened him, when he 
ſtood at the Bar before the Emperour, 
and delivered him, and to this ead 
(as it follows in that Verſe) that by me 
the Preaching might be fully known , 
and that all the Gentiles might hear 


(might 
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(might reccive the Goſpel) and there 
were even in Ce/ar*'s Houſhold thoſe 
that received the Goſpel ( Pl 4.) 
Chriſt hada Flock near the Lions Den, 
a Church in Nero's Houle. This was 
that which was moſt in S. Pau! 
Eye, for this he valued his deliverance, 
and the preſervation and continuance 
of his Life (as we obſerved before) 
And that according to his hope and 
confidence mention'd to the Philip. 
pians, of his coming again to them, he 
was delivered and reſtored at his firſt 
being at Rome, 1s proved by ſome 
Writers. 

In a word, Though it were more 
for his eaſe to be freed from his Chaix 
and his Boyas #2 (or for) Chriſt, which 
(he faith Phil. x. 13.) were manifeſt 
in Cxlar's Court ; as well as to be 
freed from the Bonds and Fetters 
wherewith his Soul was encompaſt, 
while it was in the Priſon of this Ter- 
reſtrial Body ; Though it were morg 
for his advantage to niove in the free 
Air and ſpacious Regions of Immor- 
rality and Bliſs; Yer he choolſeth ra- 
ther to wear thele Chains and Bonds, 
and to wear this great Fetter of the 
Body, then to wear that Royal Ap» 

part<l 
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pirrel with which the King of Hea- 
ven will Inveſt thoſe whom he de- 
lights ro Honour, and to partake of 
that Glorious Liberty of the Chilaren of 
God in Heaven (that I may borrow 
that Phraſe in Rom. 8.) He chooſes 
ther to continue in the number of 
thoſe who groan in this Eaxrthly T 4s 
ernacle, being burdened, then to Sing 
byful Hallelujahs in the Jeruſalem 
thich is above ard is free (Gal.q.) And 
twas his Love to the good of Souls, 
tis Zeal for the being more Inſtru- 
nental to the Service and Honour of 
Chriſt, that was a ſtronger Chain to 
told him here: This was his great 
hoes while he was at Rome in 
Chains, to Preach the Kingdom of God, 
Jud to Teach thoſe things which concern 

te Loyd Teſus Chriſt, AQts 28. 31. 
fe calls his Philippians (in Chap. 4.1.) 
Is Joy aud Crown ; and that he might 

ſome time. longer abide in the 
feſh for their furtherance in Chrilti- 
Faity, he is willing to be without he 
lrown of Life relerved for him in God's 
kingdom. 

And was not this a rare and re- 
arkable peice of Se/f-denyal in him ? 
and it will appear the more remark- 

able, 
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able, if we conſider that S. Paul had 
been rapt up into the Third Heaven, 
he had been caught up into Paradiſe, 
and there had heard unſpeakable words, 
which it is not lamſul, or Poſſible , 
[ 54 if! ] for a Man to utter ; and con: 
lequently*he knew more of the Feli. 
cites and Glories of that Place and 
State. 


2. A Second inſtance of the Self. 
acnyal of the moreexcellent Chtfiſtians 
1s this. Though they are Senſible of 
the inward celights and ſweetneſe 
which accompany a Contemplativ 
Life, and are enjoy*d by a Soul with 
drawing it felt from the noiſe and 
cares of the World; Though they 
are ſenſible what an Heaven it 1s upon 
Earth to have more inward Com- 
munion with God, and in great (till 
neſs and quietneſs of Spirit to Con- 
template the Divine Excellencies and 
PerfeCtions, as alſo to Contemplate 
the Divine favours and kindneſſes, 
which he hath already beſtowed on 
them, with the much more that he } 
reſerves in Heaven,and deſigns thereto JDil 
bleſs chem with; And though by ſuch Jthe 
Contemplation of the Divine Excel JE 

leacies Jl * 
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, {lencies and Favours, though by ſuch 
- [aſceing of God and taſting how good 
, {the Lord is, they are melted into Love, 
and raviſht into Holy Joys ; And 
1- {though 1n this deep ſilence of the 
. { Soul they hear the till Voice of the 
d I Holy Spirit, the Comforter, ſpeaking 
Peace and Love unto them : Yet they 
zre willing to abate of thoſe Spiritual 
f I Satisfactions and Delights in Com- 
mynion with God (which are toitheni 
ar better) that ſo they may beſtow 
themſelves upon Services and Labours 
Ir the good of Others (which are to 
thole orhers more needful.) They 
ae willing to abate of the {weetnels 
y Jot Contemplation, that they may ap- 
n Joly themſelves more to Aion ; they 
1» Jxcount it the greatelt Charity to 
- Jibound in the Works of the Aive 
Life, and prefer the Advantages which 
thereby may come to Others, before 
the Contentments which might come 
to Themlelves by a Life more Con- 
n J'emplarive, 
x 4 When $S Peter with the two other 
to YDiſciples ſaw Chriſt Transfigurcd on 
h Jihe Mount, together with 4:/es and 
| J£iz, who appeared in Glory ; he was 
es $0 Tranſported and Enraviſhed with 
H 2 this 
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this Glorious ſight, ( this Model of 


- Heaven upon the Mount) that he ſaid, 


Lord, it is good for us tobe here, let us 


mike Three T abernacles, one for thee, 


one for Moſes, and one for  Flias : 
He wiſht that he might always ſtay 
upon the Mount, and was loth to re- 
turn to converſe with thoſe below ; 
though in ſaying this, he knew not what 
he ſaid, Luke 9. 

But the more Excellent Cliiſtians 
though whea they are retired and upon 
the Mount 'of Contemplation , they 
ſometimes ſee Chriſt Transfigured be- 
ſore them, though they ſee him in his 
Glory and Beauty, and are Enraviſhed 
hereby with Love and Delight, and 
could ever dwell on the Mount : Yet 
they d5 not talk of Building Tabernacks 
there; They are willing to Deſcend 
ro thoſe iv the Valley, to converſe 
with the meaneſt and loweſt in order 
to their Spiritual good. And though 


they gaina more Divine Splendor by | 


ſuch Contemplations, and are raiſed 
up to more Spiritual Heights and Ac- 
compliſhments (as Mes his Face did 
ſhine by | being wich God on the 
Mount) yet they are ready to puta 
Yail over their Face, and to rhe "a 

they 


A Diſcourſe 9n 1 Cor. 15. 58. 
they will become as Weak, that they 
may gain the Weak, They are willing 
to mate themſelves Servants unto all, 


that they may gain the more, as the 


zreat Apoltle ſpeaks of himſelf in 
i Cor. 9, They conlider that they are 
nor to pleale themſelves, but zo pleaſe 
their Neighbour (every other) for his 
good to Edification, Rom. 15. 

I's more pleaſing ro God that, ra- 
ther then ſpend moſt of thy time in 
flenc affectionate Contemplation of 
him , thou ſhouldſt earneſtly apply 
thy ſelf ro the Works and Labours of 
Love for the good of others ; which 
xe proper to the AFive Life : And 
that thou ſhould(t teſtifie and. expreſs 
thy Love to him in Loving thy Bro- 
ther who more needs the etfe&s of 


tiy Charity, then God doth thy af- 


ktions and praiſes, and without 
oving of- whom God doth not account 
that thou loveſt him, as we read in 


I John 4, where its allo ſaid, Yer. 16. 


That God is Love, and he that dwelleth 
'n Lowe, dwelleth in God, and God in 


Jim, And the more there is of this 


fdearty Good-will , and endeavours 
for the good of: Others, the more of 
his enlarged Benignity and Love to 

H 3 Magn- 
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Mankind ; the more is the Love of Gut |. 
perfeited in ws z Verſ. 12. the more ['95 
ſhall we have of Gods peculiar Pre. anc 
ſence, his Shechinah is in ſuch Souls, ret 
he dwells 1n them, he makes his abs: fhe 
with them, and will Manifeſt himſelf |" 
unto them. 

There is a Seaſon for all things ; 
The Contemplative Life is Beautiful in 
its Seaſon, and ſo is the Ave Lite in 
its Seaſon : And Contemplation ſhould 
the more engage, and enable us to 
Attion. The more we fix our [n. 
ward Eye upon the Divine Excel. 
leacies, the more we Adore and Love 
him, the more we conſider his Good. 
neſs and Benignity towards all his 
Works, and in particular his Mercies ; 
to us ; the fitter we are to ſpeak of Y* 
his Glory, and the more ſhould our 
Love of God awaken and excite us to | 
endeavour the Spiritual [good of 
others, that they alſo may Adore and 
Admire, and Love, and Praiſe Hir 
who is Worthy to be Praifed. 

There is great need of obſerving fit 
Seaſons for Religious Retirement, and 
withdrawing thy ſelf from the noiſe 


and buke cares of this World : But (R 
this is more or leſs to be uſed, accord- 
ing 
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10g as the State of thy Soul requires it, 
nd as Chriſtiaft Prudence {hall di- 
ret. Thou art not to dwell upon 
the Mount , this is but one part of 
ty Duty ; it muſt be done, but there 
zxe other Duties which muft not be 
left undone ; which though not ſo 
ſweet to thee as the other, yet it con- 
cerns thee to mind them ; and by 
ninding them thou mayſt do more 
zood in the World, and conſequently 
plorine God more. Thou art not 
onely to conſider what is comfortable 
tothy felf, but what is profitable to 
others, to thy Family, to the Church 
or Common-wealth thou livelt in. 

It wasa fault in the Exchite (a fort 
of miſtaken and unskilful Chriſtians 
of Old) to account themſelves obliged 


J'o Pray without ceaſing : Whereas 
God would rather that they ſhould 


ave been up and doing ; and inſtead 
of being ſo munch on their Knees , 
their Feer ſhould have been Sw#fr to 
Charity, to procure the good of 
dthers, as its ſaid of the Fee of wick- 
ed Men, they are Swift to ſh:d4 Blood, 

(Rom, 3.) 
To conclude , The beſt Example 
for our direCtion in this kind is the 
H 4 Lite 
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Life of Chriſt. He was for the mix: 
Life, the Lite both Contemplative and 
Aﬀive, AS S. Peter ſaid, He went 
abou: doing yood, and his Life was full of 
aQion, full of the eftes and preofs 
of his good Will towards Meg, 1n do. 
ing good tro their Souls and Bodies: 
So al'o at Seaſons which ſeemed moſt 
fit to him, he would ſend away the 
Mulritudes, and withdraw himſelf 
from his Diſciples, and retire into the 
IWiiaerneſs, to Pray (Luke 5, 16.) 


cr to « Miuntain, Luke 6. 12, where | 
it is ſaid he continued all Night in Prayer 


to God ; And that the Mouzt of Olives 


was a flace he made Uſe of for the * 


Aſcending of his Heart in Prayer 
to God, As ic was made choice ot by 
him for”the place whence he would 
Aſcend to Heaven, appears by Lute 


21.37. where it 1s ſaid, that 7» the ' 


— 


"ry 


Day-time he was Teaching in the Temple, | 


and at Nizht h2 wcnt out and abodt in 
the Mount of Olives. 

And thus much for the Second ſort 
of S:!f-denya!, which is a leſſer Self- 
denyal then the other, in that this 
Foreta{t of Heaven, this Heaven vp: 
on Earth, in Communion with God 
hete, is leſs then the Enjoyment of 
7 | God 
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God hereafter, then rhoſe larger taſtes 


of the River of Life, the River of 


Pleaſures, the Fulneſs of Joy in that 
greater Heaven above. 


3- A Third inſtance of their Self 
denyal is their diſvaluirtg of their own 
Services and Labours ( of which I 
ſpake befcre) and their looking up to 
God for the encreaſe and bleſſing. 
Though they are ©: curigyr, God's 
fellow Labourers, (1 Cor. 3.9.) yet 
they acknowledge with S. Paul (Verl. 
7.) that neither is he that Planteth 
any thing, neither is he that Watereth : 
Nothing is to bz attributed to either ; 
but all the Praiſe is to be aſcribed un- 
tro God. So far are they from the 
the Vanity of Theudzs , who borſted 
himſ If - tz be ſome body (Atts 5. 36.) 
or of Simon Magus, who gave out that 
himſelf was ſome great one (Atts8.9.) 
Bur rather are they the followers of 
che Humility of S. Paul, who ac- 
counted himſelf nothing, though he 
was in nothing behind the very Chiefe# 
Apoſtles (2 Cor. 12.11 ) They deſire 
that all the Praiſe may run in the right 
Channel, may go the right way, 
that is to God : As for themlelves, 
| they 
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they are nothing, and their Services 
are nothing in their eſteem. Inſtead 
of applauding themſelves in refleting 
upon the much they have done, they 
rather complain of their little of the 
much they ſhould have done. To 
Conclude, : 

As a Chriſtian grows in Grace and 
advances in Religion, there is in him 
moreof a Godly Sorrow, more of an 
Holy Shame and Ingenuous Bluſhing 
at his little. 


IT. As Chriſtians are to Excel 
themſelves, and Abound more and 
mdre; ſo they are to Excel others, to 
Abound more then others in the Work of 
the Lord. If others are coldly affet- 
ed, yet they are to be a People Z-at- 
ous of good Works : Elſe they will 
not Anſwer the full Intendment of 
Chriſt's Death and Sufferings , who 
gave himſelf for them, and Redeemed 
and Purified them to this end, as its 
ſaid, Titas 2. 

Let then Chriſt ſee of the Travail 
of his Soul, the Fruit and deſired 
effect of his great Sorrows and Suf- 
ferings ; let him ſee of the Travel of 
his Soul with joy and delight, and be 

ſatisfied, 
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ſatisfied , taking full content, and 
being highly pleaſed in ſeeing the 
fruit of all his labours and pains. 
Shall a dull and dead, lazy and live- 
leſs Profeſſion of Religion be all the 
fruit of Chriſts Sufferings ? Will he 
be ſatisfied where he ſees no better 
fruit then this ? Did Chriſt Sweat in 
the Garden, that we ſhould Freeze ? 
Is there no Sap, no more Life in the 
Tree of the Croſs, then ro put forth 
onely Leaves or Bloſſoms ? Afſſuredly 
the due conſideration of Chrif# Cruct- 
fed, is chat which will make a Chriſti» 
an fruizful in Holineſs and in every 
good Work. 

Chriſtians muſt be Tuna, Patterns 
of good Works, Titus 2. and Examples, 
they mult ſhine as lights in the World, 
(Phil. 2.) If Others are lazy, and con- 
tent themſelves with doing a little ; 
Yet They muſt be Exemplary 1n 
diligence, go early into the Vineyard, 
and work hard. They muſt do more 
then others, not onely more then 
Publicans and Sinners, but more then 
the ſeemingly-ſtrict Scribes and Pha- 
riſces, more then Formal Chriſtians ; 
for they are Men of another Spirit 
(as God ſaid of Caleb and Joſhna, and 


muſt 
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muſt follow God fully. They have 
received from God other Helps and 
Advantages ( Spiritual Light and 
Strength) God has made all Grace to 
Abound towards them ; that {o they 
may Abound to eyery good Work , 2 
Cor. 9. They have other Hopes and 
ExpeQartions, better grounded hopes 
of a Glorions Reward : They have 
received Mercies more peculiar then 
others : And therefore they ſhould 
do more then others, they ſhould not 
live as others; as they ſaid (Wiſdom 
2.15.) His Life is not like other Mens, 
his ways are of another faſhion. 

Yea among(t Real Chriſtians, one 
muſt ſtrive to Excel another ; A good 
ſtrife this 1s ( —_ & yok d\* is x5 Porous) 
to provoke to Love and good works, 
not onely by words but deeds ; to 
ſtrive who ſhall do moſt for God, who 
ſhall moſt Abound in His Work, La- 
bour moſt in his Vineyard, who ſha!l 
lIwe Beſt. But then hey that Abound 
and Excel others, muſt alio Excel in 
Humility ; So S. Paul in 2 Cor. 12. 11, 
and 1 Cox. 15. 10. 
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PROPOSITION IV. 


Chriſtians have good ground to af- 
ſure themſelves, and to be pirſwaded, 
that' their Labour ſhall not be in Vain 
in the Lord. 


Il. They may be aſſured- from the 
Rew-lation of the Goſpel , whereby 
Light and Immortality is brought to 
light (2 Tim. 2.10.) Light and In: 
mortality, that is, Immortal Life , 
Eternal Blefſedneſs both for Soul and 
Body, is now more clearly revealed 
and tully aſſured by the Goſvel, 

S. Paul had Preached at Corinth 
the Chief City of Achata for a longer 
ſpace of time then he uſed to do in 
other Cities, ( tor he continged there 
a Tear and Six Months, As 18. 11.) 
and God encouraged him hereunto, not- 
withſtanding the many troubles and 
oppoſitions he mer with from the 
Jews, who unanimouſly and wth one 
accord ſet themſelves: againſt Paul, 
(Verſ. 6. and 12.) God /pate to him 
by Nieht in a Viſion, that he ſhould 
not be afraid nor hold his peace ; for 
though ſome did oppoſe, yet (f{-ith 

God) 
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God) 1 have much People in this City, 
(Verl. 10.) and accordingly its ſaid 
(Verſ: 8. That many of the Corinthi- 
ans believed and were Baptized , yea 
Criſpus, the Chief Ruler of the Syna- 
gogue, believed on the Lord, with all his 
Flouſe. And in Obedience to this 
Heavenly Viſion, S. Paul did for a 
long time (a Year andan halt) Preach 
the Goſpel to them of Corinth clearly, 
and freely, and with mnch attection- 
ateneſs to them ; - his whole Heart 
was ſet wide open to them, they had 
a great place in his aftettions ; This 
he means, when he tells them 1n 2 Ep. 
6. 11,12. O ye Corinthians , ouy 
Mouth ts op*ned to you, our Heart tis 

enlarged, ye are not ſtraitned in ns. 
And what was it that S. Pax! took 
ſuch care to Preach among(t them, 
and which he did firſ# of all deliver 
unto them ( x Cor. 15. 3. )? It was 
this, That Chriſt died for our ſins accord- 
zng to the Scriptures, and that he was 
Buried, and that he Roſe azain the Third 
Day according to the Scriptures ; And 
this laſt-mentioned Article of the Re- 
ſurreftion of Chriſt (on which Our 
ReſurreQtion doth depend, 1 T he. 4. 
14.) he particularly enlargeth upon, 
proving 
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proving it from Eye-witneſſes, and 
they not onely ſome ſingle perſons, as 
Cephas, and James, but above Five 
Hundred Brethren , of whom he was 
ſeen at once ;, there were Five Hundred 
Chriſtians, and more, that at one 
and the ſame time ſaw him after his 
Reſurrection from the Dead ; of 
whom although ſome were fallen 
aſleep or were dead, yet ( faith he 
Verſ. 6.) the. greater part remain 
(moſt of themare alive) «»to this pre» 
ſent, or (tw; apr) until now, and 
therefore from ſome of them they 
might know and be ſatisfied about 
his Reſurreftion , and that he who 
was Dead, was Alive again. Yea, 
they might aſſure themſelves of this 
from S. Pauls own Teſtimony 3 
who though he was no Diſciple, not 
a Chriſtian , nor an Apoſtle while 
Chriſt converſed upon Earth ; yet he 
was afterwards at his Converſion an 
Eye-witneſs of Chriſts being alive 
again ; /a#t of all (faith he Verl. 8. ) 
he was ſeen of m» alſo ; and by this 
appearing of Chriſt trom Heaven 
was S. Paul Converted : The remark- 
able Story we have recorded by S. 
Luke in Ads 9g. where Chriſt in 

Glory 
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Glory and Power, with dread and 
awful Majeſty (for there was [hun. 
aer , own Verl. 3. and Lightning 
which flaſh'd and ſhone about him, 
Verl. 2.) appeared to Pau! who was 
ſtill breathing out threatnings and 
Slaughters , - eumnvtov amunng % Give, 
(Ariſtopbanes in his BzTp. hath a like 
Phraſe, 7162rTz: 9%u x Aya) Than 
der and Lightning was in his Mouth ; 
and Chriſt to meet him in his fury, 
appears in Dread to him, makes hir: 
to tremble (Verl. 6.) Strikes him down 
ro the Earth (Verl. 4.) and turns this 
Raging Lion, this Raverfing Wolf, 
into a Meek Lamb; Lord , ſaith he, 
what wilt thou have me to ao? The 
Men that were with Paul, faw no 
Man (Verſ. 7.) not him that ſpake, 
but Paul ſaw him , and He declared 
himſelf whohe was ; 7 am Jeſus whom 
thou Perſecute#, Verl. 5 And befides 
this Teſtimony from his own ſeeing 
of Chriſt to be alive, he ufeth other 
Arguments in this 15. Chap. to the 
Corinthians to prove the Reſurret$:0n 
of Chriſt. 

Bur what is this to the Reſurredion 
of Chriſtians ? Very much. For Our 


Reſurrection depends on Chri#'s. It 
Chrilt 
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Chriſt be Riſen, then there is a Re- 
ſurreion from the Dead, Yer/. 13.16. 
nd then ſhall We alſo Riſe again. 
tbr we muſt know that Chriſt 1s be- 
come the firſt Fruits of them that 
Sept or were Dead. He 1s twice'in 
this Chapter called the Firſt fruits 
(Verſ. 20. 23.) and Col. 1. 15. The 
firſt. born of every Creature, or more 
fully in Verſ. 28. He Is he Head 
he Body the Church, He is the Begin- 
Jring , the Firſt born from the Dead , 
s he is alſo Styled Apoc. 1. 5. And 
JItteſe three Titles and peculiar Pre- 
gatives of his (for i» all things he 
ws to have the Preeminence, faith 
Aa evince the Doctrine in 
Jnd. 


1. 1hat of Firft-fruits [ the Fir. 
mits of them that Slept. ] For as by 
ne Conſecrating and offering up to 
0d the F:ir/?-fraits, the whole Lump 
r Maſſe, the whole encreaſe was 
anftified and Conſecrated ( for if 
be fir ft. fruits be Holy, the Lemp, ar 
liſſe, is alſo Holy, Rom. 14.) Soif 
briſt be Riſen, all true believers who 
te fallen a{leer, ſhall alſo be Raiſed, 
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2. That of the Head, [He is the mn tH 
Head of the Body , the Church |} the 
Chriſt is the Head , and He ang / 
true Beleivers make up one Body, ofrer 

And as A«am is conſider'd as the $'” 
Head of Mankind, i» whom all die, YN 
all that come from him and partake Vem 
his Nature : So is Chriſt the Second Yt*Þ 
Adamto be conſider'd as the Headoff] Þ! 
all Believers, i» whom ll [hall be mad: i C 
alive; All that partake of him, of Y' 
his nature and Spirit, and are like the | 
him 1n Spirit and Life, they ſhall rom 
alſo bear the Image of he Heavenh Pro0 
Adam in having an Immortal and qt 
Glorious Body, ſuch a one as Chriſt arge 
now hath. 


3- That of the Beginning, and the 
Firſt-born from the Dead, or more 
plainly (and without a Metaphor) 
AQs 26. 23. the firſt that ſhould Riſl 
from the Dead. He is the firft _ 
thoſe who ſhall Riſe from the Dea 
unto Glory, rhe firſt which from the 
Grave was raiſed and exalted to Hea- 
ven : The Firft, as being the Cauk 
of the Reſurreftios of others (n 
which Senſe he ſaith, Jo. 11. 25: 

4 
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þ, Low the Reſurrettion and the Life) and 
S1 Firſt 1n Order of Time, — Chriſt 
na be fr#-fruits (he firſt was to Riſe) 
frerwards they that are Chritt's at his 
he ming 3 and at his coming to Judg- 
nent they ſhall then Riſe who are his 
Wembers, who belong to him, and 
1 Jitebis peculiar Poſſetion. 
of] But not onely from the ReſurreCQtion 
4 Yif Chriſt doth the Apoſtle Labour to 
of prove and clear to the Corinthians 
t- Ythe ReſurreQtion of Chriſtians, but 
| ſom ſeveral other Arguments and 
Proofs, of which there are not a few 
x40 this Chapter ; and he doth more 
a Yargely inſiſt upon this DoQtrine here, 
hen he doth elſewhere in his Epiſtles 
on any other : He ſpeaks allo more 
nrticularly here about the Nature 
ind Quality of the Body to be Raiſed, 
it its being Sprricualiz'd and Immor- 
iz/d , as alſo in his 2 Ep. to Cor. 
(bep. 5. And {omething he tells them 
that was a Secret, undiſcovered here- 
wore, pus {kiv 5uuly Ate, Behold, I 
bew 10u a Myſtery, or I tell you a ſecret, 
1 Cor. 15. 51, and the ſamehe told to 
the Theſſalonians , in 1 Ep. Chap. 4. 
which he uihers in with this Preface, 
wile more toaſſ!re them cf it, Verl. 15. 
I 2 C Fur 
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[ For this we ſay unto you by the word Irelati 
of the Lord.] dowe 

And there was great need that the Jvere 
Apoſtle ſhould be fo large and earneſt Jluſti 
in the confirming of this Truth, be. Joſtl 
cauſe there were ſome at Corzath that Ylniqu 
having betore received it, began to Jren 
deny the Reſurreftion of the Dead, (if t| 
Verl. 12. And indeed this Leaven of fire 
the Sadducees, the denyal of the Re. Yvere 
ſurrefivn and Life to come, was likely Yvas : 
to ſpread there, ſuch a DoCtrine there Jrreat 
were many that were apt to receive I(bp. 
in this place, and to wiſh it true (and Fvord 
generally Men from wiſhing ſuch a Jun! 
thing to be true, in timethink it tobe Ieop! 
true) becauſe Corinth the Metropolis Fiat 
of Achaiz being grown a Wealthy F427 
City by Merchandiſe (for the which & 
It was excellently fitted by its Scitus- F To 
tion) and as Luxurious and Voluptu- 
ous as Wealthy (Riches uſually Mini g's E 
ſtring to Luxury and Luſt ) fo that Fwrec 
it grew to a Proverb, Non eft omni. Fat 
bus Corinthum appellere ; which F'/. 
Horace hath expreſt in this Verle , Ft 


Non cnivis homini contingit adire IF 
Corinthum. ell | 


There was a Temple in this City 
Dedicated 


t 
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Dedicated to YVenws, and (as Strabo 
relates, Geogr, /. 8.) ſo Richly En- 
lowed, that above a Thouſand Whores 
vere Dedicated an41 Devoted for her 
Luſtfal Service, and they were very 
oftly, demanded great Wages for their 
hiquity 3 which gave occilion to the 
brementioned Proverb ; and becaule 
o the Uncleanneſs that did abound 
here, and to which the Corinthians 
were addicted ( ſo that K:9:yNz7: 9m, 
was as much as Scortars) there was 
Treat reaſon for the Apoltle (in 1 Ep. 
(hap. 6.) to heap up (though in few 
wrds) ſo-many Arguments againſt 
frnication, Now to ſuch a ſort of 
Fople as thele were, the Doctrine 
It denyed all Reſurrettion and the 
lulgment to come , Was very plea» 
To conclude therefore, from the 
Iguments uled by the Apoſtle in 
us Epiſtle for the proof of the Re- 
wettion, and from what he Preach- 
dat other times (as he intimates in 
&ſ.1.3 ) concerning, it ; the Co 
nthians might well be aſſured that 
heir Labonr [hould not be in vain in 
* Lord ; And therefore He might 
ell iay &Igrer, foraſmuch as ye know, 
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&c. and the rather becauſe (as he tells 
them in Yerſ, 1. 2.) ye have received 
the Goſpel which 1 Preached unto you, 
this great Evangelical Truth , and 
Je did ſtand or had Food (t5nun) in 
it, it had been firmly embraced þy 
them ; And he might well alſo exhort 
them 7o be Stedfaſt and Unmoveable, to 
ſtand firm in the Profeſſion of it (as 
he doth in the laſt Verſe) and to 
the like purpoſe he tells them, in 
Verſ. 11. Therefore, whether it werel 
or they, ſo we Preach, and ſo ye Believed: 
Where having before ſpoken of Cephas 


If g, | 


P, 


and the other ApoFtles, all which were F 


Eye-witneſſes of Chriſs Reſurrfiicn | 


(for ro them he appeared more then I; 


once upon Earth) and having alſo 


{poken of himſelf, to whom' Chriſt F; 


appeared from Heaven , and there | 


fore he of his own knowledge could 


Teſtifie that Chriſt was Alive again; J; 


he adds whether it were I or they 


whether ye look upon my own Teſti] 


mony, or upon. the Teſtimony of his 


Apoltles (of whom he ſpeaks in the J, 


folegoing Verle) /o we Preach (both! 
{ and they Preach the ſame thing)! 
#4 /o ye Believed ; ye did receive this | 


Truth, and held it without waver- 
Th ing 
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ap, as indeed there was no cauſe after 
ich Ample and Clear Proof and 
ſeltimony to doubt of it, 

This Doctrine of the Reſurref#ion 
" Ynd a Reward to come the Corinthians 
dy night alſo know from the Preaching 
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t0 Fhiſciples ; And from the Preaching of 
as frollos, Who was an Eloquent May 
0 Jud Mizhty in the Scripture, and being 
0 Ffervent iz Spirit , (an inſtance of 
I Fohich is that in Verſ. 28. wrivwc, 
b: Yoith great vehemency he convinced rhe 
a fews ) he taught enpilSn; exadtly 
© (with exa&t Truth ) rhe things of the 
# Jlrd, or concerning the Lord, mw mep! 
a I; xupiis, the Lord Teſus (This he did 
0 Jr Epheſus) and being more perfettly 
| JofruCted in the way of God by Aquila 
* Yd Priſcilla whom S. Pan! did high» 
d, ly value and calls his F-llow-labourers 
1Jis Chri# Feſus, Rom. 16. 3, 4, he 
went into Achaia, and coming to 
” ACorinth the Metropolis thereof , 
nweBzAtT2 , he helped them much ( or 
© Ye much advantaged and emproved) them 
MY has believed through Grace (Verl. 27.) 
) Joiz. upon the Preaching of S. Paul; 
* Yor Par! planted and Apollos watered, 
"I(: Cor. 3.) And as ſome might know 
I 4 this 
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this from the Preaching of Paul, and 
Cephas , and Apollos , fo ſome from 
Chriſt himſelf pretended to have been 
inſtructed in the Chriltian Dottrine:; 
As appears by thoſe divilions amongſt 
them, in ſaying, 7 am of Paul, and 1 
of Cephas, and I of Chriſt; as we 
read in 1 Cer. 1.12. | 
Andno wonder that S. Paul and the 
Apoſtles were ſo much upon this : For 
the DoCtrine of the RelurreCtion, of ! 
Chriſls Reſurref#ion firſt, is a DoCtrine | 
of greateſt Importance , as it makes 
for the encouragement of our Faith ! 
and Hope in God ( for he was ra'ſea | 
for our Juſtification , Rom. 4.) and 
as ir makes for the juſtifying and cor: | 
firmation of the Goſpel, the Doctrine ? 
thathe taught; there being no greater ? 
proof or evidence that the molt ? 
Doubting and Sceptical and Prejudiced ? 
could celire or expect to have, to ! 
prove one to be a true Prophet, « 
Teacher ſent from God, and that his 8 
Dottrine was from God, then this, it ? 
the Prophet or Teacher ſhould fore: ? 
tel and give it them for a Sign to be: ? 
tieve in him, That after his being put ? 
to Death by thoſe that would not be- | 
lieve him , he ſhould ariſe and*live | 
again | 
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again in the World, and within ſuch a 
time ; which was fulfhlPd and verified 
in our Saviour ; and this was his 
lalt Sign ſuperadded to the other 
Signs, the Miracles which he wrought, 
and is called The Sign of the Prophet 
Tonas ; For as Jonas was Three Days 
and Three Nights in the Whales 
Belly, fo ſhall the Son of Man be Three 
Days and Three Nizhts in the Hart of 
the Earth (Matth. 12.40.) And indeed 
this Sign of the Prophet Jonas was 
was very fitly remarkeable, Briefly to 
gloſs upon ir. 

Ia this great Sea of the World its 
no wcnder if the great Tempeſt of 
God's Anger doth arile by reaſon of 
Mens Sins, ſo that all arein danger to 
be caſt away and Periſh: And there- 
fore it was expedient that one ſhould 


Die (as Cairphas the High-Prieſt ſpake, 


and more Prophertically then he was 
aware of, Jo. 11.50) Jonas was calt 
into the Sea, that the reſt might be 
ſaved, and the Sea calmed. He of- 
tered himiclt ca them, ro ſtav the ra- 
givg of the Sea, andtoſave them from 
periſhing ; And Chriſt ofttered him- 
ſelf to rhoſe that came with Fudas 
ro apprehend him and bring him = 

is 
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his Suffering , which was deſigned 
and agreed on by the Chief of the 
Fews (]Jo.18.8.) I have told you that 
I am he. If therefore ye ſeek me let 
theſe (his Diſciples he means) go their 
way: Iam the Manthat mult ſtay the 
Storm. Jonas was in the Belly of the 
Whale (Jon. 2. 1.) and i» the Heart 
of the Seas, (Verl. 3.) and this Belly 
of the Whale he calls the Belly of Hell, 
ſo that he was as good as loſt or dead, 
3t was a wonder that he was not con- 
ſumed, he was dead /# 4 Figure (as 
tis faid of T/aac, Heb. 11.) And Chr:i#t 
was in the Heart of the Earth, in the 
Belly of the Grave, he was dead not 
in a Figure onely, but really dead and 
buried, FJonas was reſtored the Third 
Day to the dry Land alive (Thou ha# 
(ſaith he ) brought up my Life from 
Corruption, O Lord my God] And fo 
was Chriſt reſtored the Third Day to 
the Land of the Living. And to caſt 
in and ſuperadd one Reſemblance 
more, though not of this kind, #045 
aroſe and went to Nineveh (a great 
and populous City ) to Preach Re- 
pentance to them : And Chriſt being 
riſen from the dead, Repentance and 
Remiſſion of Sins was to be Preached 

in 
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in his Name, among all Nations, not 

to one City or one Nation onely , 

though firſt it was to be Preacht at 
exuſalem, Luke 24. 47- 

And as the Apoſtles Preached Feſws, 
and his Reſurrettion, and did it with 
great Power, as it Is expreſt in As 4. 
Verl. 33. And with great Powey gave 
the Apoſtles Witneſs of the Reſur- 
rettion of the Lord Jeſus. S. Peter 
Preacht it at Pentecoſt before the 

evs then Aſſembled at Jeruſalem, 
to every Nation under Heaven, and 
this he did wer 7appazc, Alts 2. 29. 
freely and openly : And again he did 
it, at the Temple in So/omon's Porch 
beſore the Jews ; and with &« bolaneſs 
that Aſtoniſhed them. He and S. 
John aſlerted it before Annas the 
High-Prieſt, and Caiaphas, and the 
Rulers and Eldeys and Scribes, As 
4.13. and this they did again, and 
inthe Temple, as we read in Ads 5. 
in obedience to Gods Meſſage ſent 
them by an Angel, Verl. 20. Go, 
Rand and ſpeak in the Temple to the 
People, all the words of this Life. So 
the Apoſtles alſo Preacht Onur Reſur- 
rettion ( which is conſequent upon 
Chriſt's ) with all freedom , though 
it 
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it Gall'd the Sadducees, who were 
grieved that they Preached through 
Jeſus the Reſurreition from the Dead, 
AQts 4. 2. And S. Peter in his Preach- 
ing to Cornelius and his near Friends 
and Kinſmen (the firſt converted Gez- 
tiles) as he Preacheth Chriſts Reſur- 
rection (Ats 10. 40, 41.) io he tells 
them that Chriſt Commanded us (viz. 
the Apoſtles) to Preach anto the People, 
and to teftifie that it is He which pas Or- 
aained of God to be the Judge of Guick 
and Dead ; whence it follows, I hat 
Chriſt was to Rile trom the Dead, and 
that the Dead ſhall Riſe again : lhe 
words ſuppoſe both the Reſurrettion 
of Chrift, and Our ReſurreQion. | 

But to return to our Apoſtle Paul 
(who by the Grace of God laboured 
more abuxdantly then they all) He very 
largely and freely, Preached Chris 
Reſurrection , and Ours: That this 
was his conitant Employment, He 
affirms it in his defence before King 
Agrippa and Feſtus the Roman Go- 
vernour, Ads 26. Verl. 22. I con- 
tinue unto this Day, Witneſſing both to 
ſmall and preat, That Chriſt ſhould 
ſuffer, and that he ſhould be the firſt 
that ſhould Riſe from the Dead; And 
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in the beginning of his Apology or 
Defenc2 , why ſhould it be thought 4 
thing incredible with you that God ſhould 
Raiſe the Dead? (Verl. 8.) And as 
here before the Greateſt Perſons, ſo 
before the Greateſt TJudicatory in 
Greece, the Judges in Artopagus, be- 
fore the Philoſophers at Arhexs (that 
famous Univerſity, *EA>a; *EaxaaFog, 
the Greece of Greece, as it was called) 
he Preached Jeſus and the Reſurrettion, 
AQts 17. 18, for the which he was op» 
poſed by the Epicareans, and counted 
at dthens no better then a ompwaty, 
a Babler, a 1 rifler, a Deſpicable fellow ; 
and the ſame Entertainment ' he met 
with after he had Preached the ſame 
before the Judges in Areoparus, as 
we find it in Verl. 32. And when they 
heard of the Reſurreftion of the Dead, 
ſome Mocked , for he had ſaid in the 
words immediately foregoing, That 
now God Commandeth all Men every 
where to Repent, becanſe he bath ap- 
pointed a Day wherein he will Jadge the 
World with Righteouſneſs, by that Man 
whom he hath Ordained (viz. by Chriſt) 
whereof he hath given aſſurance, in that 
he Raiſed him from the Dead. Though 
he had ſeen before how this DoQtrine 

was 
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was entertain'd with ſcorn, as idle 
talk and for which he was counted 
eTpuortzo;, ( and for ſuch and no 
better it was eſteemed by Pliny 
(in Hift. Nat. l.2.c.7. and /.7.c. 55.) 
paerile deliramentum, and allo by the 
Heathen Cecilins in Minutius Felix , 
Chriſtianorum aniles fabule ) yet he 
knowing of what great importance 
and weighty conſequence it was to 
Preach this neceſſary DoQtrine of the 
Reſurredtion and (that which it 1s 1n 
order to ) the Tudoment to come, and 
what the Power of it was, as it after- 
ward made Felix, the Roman Go: 
vernour, #0 tremble ; he thought, it 
Seaſonable to declare it before that 
Grave and Severe Senate and Judi- 
catory of the Areopagites at Athens, 
And what he did here aflert and 
Preach before them, was very fit and 
Seaſonable; for that Court or Judica- 
tory was a little Figure and Emblem 
of the great Day of Judgment. T his 
Court was the Supreme Court of 
Juſtice at Athens , the Judges were 
perſons of great note, and renown'd 
for their Wiſdom and. Integrity, able 
and{fit to Judge of the molt weighty 
matters, and therefore were the molt 

difficuls 
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difficult cauſes wont to be refer'd to 
them 3 they fat in the Dark, that 
they _—_ not be moved to any un- 
due aftettion and compaſſion upon 
Sight of the MalefaCtor ; they would 
not permit him @ouwuatar or Fo Ti 
a5yev, to uſe any Rhetorick to move 
their affections, but onely to make a 
plain and bare Narration: They were 
alſo very ſtrict and ſevere in enquir- 
ing into the Lives and Manners of 
Men ( for this was another End to 
which this Court was appointed) and 
taking an account hereof, abi quid 
quiſque Athenienſium ageret , diligen- 
tiſſume inquiri ſolebat ut homines honeſta- 
tem (vite rationem memores reddendam 
elſe) ſequerentur (as Valerius Maximus 

eſcribes it) they were ſtrittly inquift 
tive what any one of the Athenians 
did, how he demean'd himſelf, that Men 
might ſee it to be their intereſt to live 
well , as conſidering that they were to 
give an account of their lives and be- 
haviour ; and therefore it was called 
Sanddiſſimum Cor:filiwm, the moſt Holy 
Council or Judicatory ; and by this 
it ſeem'd a little Repreſentation of the 
Great Tribunal of Chriſt and Solemn 
Day of Judgment, at what time zhe 
Books 
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Books ſhall be opened, the Rolls whete- 
in Mens Actions are Recorded ; and 
when All muſt appear before the Full. 
ment-Seat of Chriſt, that every one 
may receive the things done in his 
Body, according to that he hath done, 
whether good or evil, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks in 2 Cor 5.10. And upon this 
account and conſideration (as a proper 
and powerful perſwaſive to a good 
Life ) he woula have Chriſtians to 
make it their great deſign and Holy 
Ambition to live ſo as 70 be acceptable 
unto God, 1n the foregoing Verſe, 
as headdsalſo 1n the following Verſe, 
Knowing therefore the terrour of the 
Lora (this dreadful appearance of 
the Lord at the Laſt Day ) we per- 
ſwade Men. 

Thus we ſee how the Apoſtle made 
it his great careand buſineſs to Preach 
the Reſurreftion of Chriſt, as allo the 
General Reſurrettion, or ( which a- 
mounts to as much) the Great Day of 
Tudgment. What ever Dottrine R 
more ſmooth and flattering, and com- 
plying with Mens et e and carnality, 
Others might Teach, yet this is that 
which S. Pan! with all faithfullfieſs 


Preacht unto the World , this was 
his 
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his Preaching of the Goſpel, he made 
fure always to clear, and confirm, and 
nculcate this great Evangelical Truth, 
this Fundamental Article of Chriſtt- 
Jin Religion, The Dotlrine of the Re- 
Jurreftion, 

Concerning which, I fhail onely 
idd this one Conlideration more (and 
Jis worthy to be well conlider'd by us) 
That chough 1n this Fifteenth Chapter 
Jo the Cor:yrhians he uſeth many Ar- 
uments to evince and per{ſwade the 


Jtclicf of Onr Reſurrection, yet firit of 


Ji, and principally, (ty TpwTo1K ) he 
makes uſe of the Reſurrettion of Chriſt 
for the proof of it , who rofe as the 
Head of the Church ( the Second 
{iam being a Common Head, as well 
5 the Firſt, in the Senſe we have 
hewed ) and» as the F:rit-fruits of 
them that Slept, and the Firſt-born 
from the Dead. And further conlider, 
Ihat the Argument drawa from 
Chriſts being Raiſed to Lite, and to 
i Lite of /mmortal Bleſſedneſs ( Rom: 
h.9) isa moſt plain and ealie Argu- 
rent to prove that there 1s a Blciled 
like and Immortality hereafter. Theie 


ire other Arguinents to evince this; 
k bur 
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but ſome of them are too ſublime 
for every capacity ; butthe meancf 
are capable of undegſtanding this: 
For the Man Chriſt, one in our nature Jolſt 
and fleſh, Died, and Role again, and Þ 
is now Alive, and liveth tor Ever: 
which is an evident proof ofa future | 
Life after the Death of the Body, 
and a fair pledge of a Bleſſed Immor- 
tality hereafter, which God will re. | 
ward the faithtul with , thoſe that | 
have the Spirit of God dwellino in | 
them, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Rom, 
8. 11. 

And now having ſeen how Chri- 
ſtians have good ground to hope for, 
and expect a Future Reward of Soul 
and Body from the Light of Reve- 
lation, we ſhall ſhew (in the follow- 
ing Arguments) how they , may 


hope for it from the Light of Rex 
ſon. 


2. From the Juſtice of God, they 


may ' know their Labour is not in 
Vain. 


His Juſtice manifeſts it ſelf in ren- 
dring to every one according to bit 
works, 
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mrks, and this without any reſpect of 
Perſons : Both Maximes are much 
niſted upon 10 the Scriptures both of 
he Old and New Teſtament. The 
Mt is acknowledged by David the 
toyal Pſalmiſt, in P/al. 62. 12. by 
hat Royal Oracle cf Wiſdom , 
xdomon his Scn, Prov. 24.12. by the 
YTophets, Jeremy 32.19, Ezek. 33.20, 
nd by one greater then Solomon , 
nd the Prophets, even Chrift Jeſns, 
he Judge himſelf, in Matth. 16. 27. 
Revel. 22. 12. and by his Apoltles, 
{ Paul, Rom. 2.6. 2 Cor. 5. 10. and 
Peter, 1 Ep. 1. 17. 

nu} & Now the ways or works of Men 
e. Wire either good or evil ; and God who 
rewards, cannot be deceived or mi- 
ken ; (as not corrupted or wrought 
pon by fear or flattery) but he has 
1 perfect knowledge, and juſt value 
« Mens works, knows the inward 
rings and Principles of their ations : 
And he which is Lord over al!, ſhall 
far xo Mans perſons, nor ſhall he 
land in awe of any Mans greatnels, 
&. Wildom 6. 7. He ſeeth not as Man 
eth, for Man looketh cn the outward 
pearance, but the Lord looketh on the 
K 2 FHleart, 
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| Pal. 7. 9. And this, That he may give | 
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Heart , 15am. 16. 7. T be Righteons 
Lord tries the Reines and Heart , 


every Man accoraing to his ways, and 
according. to the fruit of his doings ; 
which is mention'd with God's ſearch. | 
ing and pondering the Heart, and / 
trying the Reins, Jer. 17.10. Prov, } 
24. 12. 
And that God renders to every one J 
without reſpett of perſons, 1s a Maxime 
frequently alſo aſſerted in Scripture, Y 
in the Old Teſtament, Det. 10. 17. Y: 
2 Chron. 19.7. Job 34.19 and in the * 
New Teſtament, As 10. 34. Rom.2. | 
it. Gat. 2.6. Fphef. 6.9. Colof. 3. 25. | 
We read in Prov. 11. 1. that A falſe 
Ballance is Abomination to the Lord, 
ſurely then God will not Practiſe that 8 
himſelf, which he Abominates in Mean ; 8 
but he will weigh the aCtions of Men 
in a true Ballance. He will be far 
from all Partiality and reſpeCt of per- 
ſons, which are falſe Weights and 
Meaſures, and Ballances of deceit: 
He will not accept or reſpect perſons Yatt 
in Judgment. In the diſpenſation of Wi | 
Rewards and Puniſhment, he wili Yfyy, 
not regard or lcok at any thing oy Wh 
the 
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he temper of their Minds, and their 
Aftions, whether good or evil, 
Now the Juſtice of God requires 


It bonis bene , malis male (it. 1a. 3. 


p,11. Say ye to the Rizhteons, T hat 


It ſhall be wel with him. Wo unto 
J's wicked, it ſhall be ;# with him. 


But we often experience it other. 


Jviſe ro be in this World, yea good 
Allen in the Old Teſtament found it 
Jot ſeldome to be otherwiſe ; and 
Jret under that diſpenfation there is . 
Joore abundant mention of Temporal 
Ind things in the Promites there 
« Frecorded ; and hence were thoſe 
- Romplaints in Mal. 3. 15. and in P/al. 


3. trom Verſe 3. to 12. (as Job 12. 
i.) and in Fer. 12. 1. and Holy 


: Dvid oblerv*d thelike of wicked —_ 


the Mcn of the World , Pfal. 

4, and in the Ep:/t/e to the br lale 
the Calamities of the moſt Eminent 
Yap are deſcribed, Yerſ. 36. 
il, 3 

The Iſraelites ( God's People ) 
Ather Straw. make Brick, livea Life 
of bitter afflition , when as the 
try»tians liveat caſe, and infpleaſures. 


When Jacob and his Children were 
K 3 aMifted 
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afflicted, partly as being in a Sojourn. 
ing and uncertain condition”, ang 
partly while they were Strangers and 
Servants in Egypt, Eſau and his Po- 
ſterity flouriſhed in Honour. 


; JLazarms (a Son of Abraham) had! 
many evil things , was in hard Cir-! 


cumitances, not onely poor, but fu 


of Sores, a ſick weak thing, unable! 
to get his Bread with labour and ſweat ! 
of his brows; delired but the Crumbs | 
that fell from the Rich Mans Table! 
Dives the Rich Man, and wicked, had! 
his 200d things ; he was Richly Attired, | 
and fared Delicionſly every Day, (Luke 
x6. 19.) no) nM pay * Every Day he © 
enjoy'd all that made for pleaſure, } 
2nd not onely at ſome great or Solewn } 
times ; Heand his Five Brethren with ? 
other jolly Company : While others? 


(as Lazar) fared hardly. 


So that Sin is not alway puniſhed | 


in this Life, nor Holineſs rewarded 
God did not render unto Z42arw, 


and thoſe of whom the World was nit 


Worthy, he did not render unto them 
in this Life according to what they 
had done or ſuffered. 


God 
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God did not render unto Dives here 
according to the evil he did, his Un» 
nercifulneſls, his Luxury and Riot, 
ith the Sins attending thereon ; He 
jad the good things of this Life, lived 


-- Jia eaſe and pleaſure, he received in 
Jfall Meaſure hu good things : Now 


this was not a Reward according to 


Jwhat he did; he Reaped what was 
Ibefter then he Sowed. 


And therefore if Divine Providence 


Adacs not equally diſtribute Rewards 
Jind Puniſhments here ; it follows, 
Jloce God is Juſt, That inthe World 
Jto come he will diſpenſe Rewards and 


Puniſhments according as they have 


lived here ; that every one may receive 


cording to what they have done in the 


7 Body, whether good ox evil, There 1s 
q therefore a time, a Day to come, 
I whercin the Judge of the World will 


make 1t appear that he did weigh and 


conſider the Spirits and Lives of all 
{ Mcn, and now they ſhall be dealt with 


according as they have done well or i{ 
here, and therefore this time 15 called, 
Rom. 2.5. The Day of the Revelation 
of the Righteous Fudrment of God, 


K 4 This 
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This Argument taken from the! 
Juſtice of God, 15 mention'd by the 
Apoſtlein 2 Thef.1.6, 7. 1: 75 a Righee. 


ous thing with Goa to recompenſe 1 riby. 


lation to them that trouble you: And to 


you who are troubled, Reſt with us, when | 


the Lord Telus ſhall be revealed from 
Faven, with by mizhty Angels. 
In ſhort thus, God the Wile and 


Righteous Law-giver and Ruler of : 


the World, hath given us a Law and 


Rule to walk by and govern us, and : 


he hath ſhewed us nh:t r5 good, and whit 
the Lord our Goa requir's of us, (and 
his Will is Holy, and Wile and Per. 
fet) this Law he hath Written in 


Mans Conſcience, and liath wore ? 


fully declared it in his Woid : Now 
he w1ll not let the Tranſgreſiion of his 


Righteous Law, the open and conſtant | 
violation of it by wicked Men, go un. * 


puniſhed ; - tho? he may bear with þ 


them here for a while, he wil! not 


ſuffer them ro devour and cruelly to 


treat his obedient Servants ; the Rid & 


the Lot of the Riohteors, (CPlal. 125.) 3 


Burt they ſhall know that there 15a 
God that Fudgeta in the Earth, and | 
ſhall 
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ſhall find that T7 r:bulirion and | Anguiſh, 
Indiznation anda Wrath, will be to every 
Soul that drth Evil, Rom: 2. 

Nor will God forget the faithful and 
fiacere obedience ot his Servants, bur 
will render Eternal Life to them that by 
patient continuance in well.doing ſeek 

Ir Honour, and Glory, and Immortality. 
Soin Hebr. 6.10. God is not unrighteous 
to forget your work and livour of Love, 
He hath his Book of remembrance, Mal. 
3. He hath promiſed an Erernal Res 
wara, a Crown of Li ife - andrhis Crown 
of Liſe and Glory is alſo « Crown of 
R:ohteonſucſs, 2 Tim. 4. And God as 
he is the Rizhteons Tadge (as well as 
a God of Mercy) will giver, becauſe 
he hath promiſed to give ir upon the 
Terms of Faitii and ſincere Obedience, 
or patient continuance in well doing : 
And he who hath promiſed, will be 
Tuſt and Richreous to perform ; as 
he is abnndantly Mercitul in Pardon- 
ing our Iofirmities and ImperfeCtions, 
and alio in Rewarding us and doing 
for us exceeding ahundantly above 
all that we have done. So Rich 1s 
his Mercy, and ſo Noble his Goodnels : 
And fo far arc our works, our doings 

or 
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or ſufferings from any Mgrit or any 
Worrthineſs, to be compared with the 
Reward and Glory 70 be -revealed, 
Rom. 8. Iris a Merciful Juſtice, and 
therefore its {aid in Pſal. 62.12. Aſo 
unto thee, O Lord, belongeth Mercy : 
For thow renareſt to every Man ac- 
cording to his Work, 

Human Tudicatories and Tribunals 
cannot take notice of all Sins and Of. 
fences ; and where they do, they may 
be corrupted or bribed, or tHey may 
be deceived and miſtaken. But the 
Judge of all the Earth, ve regardeth 
not perſons nor taketh reward, Deut. 10. 
27. Nor can he be deceived by falſe 
pretenſions ; for the Lord is a God of 
knowledge, and by him attions are weigh» 
ed, 1 Sam. 2. and before him all things 
are naked and open, Heb. 4. 

Humane Laws onely reſtrain Words 
and outward At#/ons: But the Divine 
Law reacheth the Spirit of Man, 
his inward T7heughts, and Secrets of 
the Heart. 

There are Spiritual' Sins, as Hypo- 
crife , Pride of Heart, Envy, Luſts 
of the Heart, Murder of the Heart ; 
Theſe, and the like, arc not puniſhed 
by 


A Diſcotrſe on n Cor. 15. 58. 


by Human Laws, but are greatly 
Criminal before God. 

There are Speculative Sins ; Sins 
aQted over in the Phanſy, and there 
repeated and remember'd with de- 
light (when the outward aQt is paſt) 
which are highly provoking to God, 
and ſhall be judged: For, for Men to 
do this , "to recal in their thoughts 
with "pleaſure and delight ſuch and 
ſuch Sins, is to aCt over the ſame 
Sins in Phancy and Speculation, to ag- 
gravate their Sins by new and fre 
guilt, it is to ſtand to' and make 
good their - former Tranſgreſſions , 
inſtead ot repenting of them ; for 


then they would be remembred with | 


Sorrow and Abhorrence. 

Theſe Sins not falling under Mans 
Cognilance ; as onely Words and 
A#rons do, but not Thoughts ( which 
yet are the firſt contrivers of that Sin 
and evil in Words and AFions) and 
theſe Sins eſcaping the Judgment and 
Puniſhments of Humane TJudicato- 
ries ; yet ſhall not eſcape the Tudg- 
ment of God. 

The Day of Judgement is deſcribed 
by this, 1 Cor. 4. 5. Judge nothing 


before 
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before the time, until the Lord comes 
who both will brin2 to light the Hidden 
things of Darkneſs, and will make mani- 
fef# the Comunſels of the Heart ; and 
thew ſhell every Man have praiſe of 
God ; that is, every one that hath done 
well ; as on the contrary, they ſhall 
have ſbame and everlaiting contempt 
( Dan. 12. 2. ) that have done evil, 
how cunning and claſe ſoever they 
were, and whatſoever fair pretences 
they might make before Men. The 
Day of Judgment 1s deſcribed here 
by the time when Chriſt ſhall bring ta 
light the Hidden things of Darkneſs, and 
make manifeit the Connſels of the Heart : 
And fo in Rom. 2. 16. its calld the 
Day when God ſhall judge the ſecrets of 


Mex. by Jeſus Chriſt. 


3. From the Teflimony of Con{cience. 


Conſcience is God's Deputy and 
Vice-gerent. The voice of Conſcience 
1s God's voice, and it does powerfully 
witneſs a Future State, and the Re- 
wards and Puniſhmeats to be diſpen- 
ſed therein, according to what we 
have done here, Good or Evil. 

Upon 
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Upon the Conſciouſneſs of doing 
their duty, there ariſes withia Men a 
Peace, and Satisfation, and Com- 
fortable expcCtations from God who 
is the Father of Mercies, And there 
is no ſuch ſatisfation, co fuch joyous 
refleftions as thoſe ; as *twas faid of 
the Athenians , prii're egTiy GAND Te 
1 5vTw 1 Ta OY yT2 mpzzai. A COR- 
tinual Feaſt is a good Conſcience ; 
But this Feaſt is bur an Antipaſt, a 
foretaſt of a better in Heaven. 

Now on the contrary, there follows 
upon Sin, inward Trouble, and An- 
guiſh, and Fear, a fearful expeQtation 
of a fad after-reckoning and Judg- 
ment tocom.. He ſunt tmpijs ajſidue 
domeſticeqze farie (laith Taly.) And 
theſe inward Fears and Troubles, 
Terrors of another World, are not 
12preſt upon Men by Politians and 
Stateſnien, for Secular ends and in- 
tereſt of State, to awe Men into 0» 
bedience ; For, 


(1.) They follow upon ſuch fins 
as are not puniſhable by Human 
Laws, as Secret Sins , Sins of the 
Heart, Speculative Sins and Spiritual 

Wicked- 
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Wickedneſſes ; which are ſuch Sitis 
as no Earthly Judges, no Magiſtrates 
can have Cognilance of, and no 
Human Laws can reach : It would 
be a vain thing for the Supreme 
Powers to make Laws about what its 
impoſiible for them to know , and 
conſequently 1mpoſlible for them to 
puniſh. 


(2.) Yea, they follow upon ſuch 
Sins as are hid from Men, if puniſh. 
able by Laws wheo diſcovered, fuch 
Sins as no Man can accuſe the Male- 
- "ng of, or not prove them againſt 

Mm. 


(3.) Yea, they follow upon ſuch 
ſins, as being known by Man, yer 
are not puniſhable by the Laws of 
that Country, nay ſometimes are 
applauded and eſteem'd by Men; 
Judas his fin was ſo far from being 
puniſhed by the Jewiſh Powers, that 
he was rewarded for it ; Bur the re- 
ward he had, and all the applauſe 
and encouragement - they could 
give him , could not eaſe and free 
him from the Anguiſh in his Con- 

| {c:ence, 
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ſcience, and Fear of what was to 
come. 


( 4.) Yea theſe Fears and Terrors 
are found to be amongſt them in 
whom 1s no Policy, Nations that 
are rude and barbarous, and not 
governed by Crafty Polititians ; yer 
even in ſuch appear'd Magne vis 
Conſcientie : So univerſally have they 
poſſeſt Men, and in all ages ; whereas 
vain and cauſelels and Panick Fears 
are of a ſhort and uncertain continu- 
ance, and not fo univerſal, as theſe 
inward Fears and Troubles of Con- 
ſcience. Nor are theſe Fears plealing 
and grateful to Men (as is eafte for 
any Man to judge and acknowledge) 
but contrary to the inclinations of 
Men, who are carried out to the love 
and praCtiſe of ſugh Sins (as Revenge, 
Injuſtice, Luſt, and the like) whence 
theſe inward Troubles ariſe. 


(5.) To what hath been faid, I 
ſhall ſuperadd this, That the Deep- 
eſt Polititians and . Greateſt Sratefſ- 
men, the Greateſt Potentates of the 
Earth are not more free and ſecure 

from 
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from theſe inward Fears then the 
populus terre, the mean Peaſants and 
thole of low degree (which yet theſe 
Grandees could nor have been diſturb. 
ed with, had they known that theſe 
were but arts and a juggle invented 
by them for State-reaſons) yea the 
Great Men of the Earth, Men of Policy 
and Power, have been rather more 
ſeverely laſht ceco verbere, with theſe 
{ecret and unſeen laſhes : They have 
been more ſeverely aſſaulted and 
haunted by theſe domeſtice furie and 
inward Horrors, though they would 
fain have been delivered from them, 
and have uſed all arts to be freed from 
this evil Spirit, a Self-corroding and 
tormenting, Conſcience, which troub- 
led them. 


4. From the Soul, inward Senſe in 
good Men. 


There are certain Inſtincts and Sym- 
pathies and Propenſions in the Soul of 
Man to Religion, to God and the En- 
zjoyment of him; and theſe are more 
eſpecially enlivened, and vigorous, 
in Holy and renewed Souls. There 
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js a vehement thirſt and longing in 
fuch Souls after Union with God , 
the Father of Spirits ; Their Souls 
pant after God, after the living God, 
that they may ſce and enjoy him 
whom their Souls love , whom they 
have choſen for their Portion , for 
whom they have forſaken all the vant- 
ties of the World, and denyed All to 
enjoy Him ; They have none in 
Heaven but Him , none in Earth 
in compariſon of Him. As for 
this preſent Life and State , they 
groan being burdened, while they 
are in this Tabernacle ; this 1s their 
State of Pilgrimage ; while they are 
here, they arte abſent from the Lord, 
2 Cor. 5. 


And hence it is that theſe Holy 
Souls perſwade themſelves that the 
Father of Spirits, God who is Love, 
that implanted theſe Inftints and 
Aﬀ/eCtions in them, that hath awake- 
ned them by his Grace , that hath 
drawn out their Kearts after him , 
ſo that the Love of God hath con- 
ſrain'd them to count nothing that 
he commanded them grievous todo, 

nothing 
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nothing hard to ſuffer ſor him, the 
perſwade themſelves that God will 
fatisfie theſe Deſires and AﬀeRions 
of his own begetting in them, ] 
ſhall be ſatisfied when I awake, with 


thy likeneſs ( as Holy David ſpeaks 


Pal. 17.) and that their Souls who 
cleave to God in love, who deſire 
and love him above all things, and 
do more thirſt after a full Enjoy. 
ment of him from the leſſer taſtes and 
reliſhes of his Goodneſs here , and 
hope ro ſee him as he is, face to 
face hereafter , ſhall not be fruſtra- 


ted of their deſires and hopes ; but Fj 


God will ſatisfie theſe by the mani- 
feſtation of ſome better State and 
Enjoyment then of this World, which 


is not their Portion, nor did they 


mind Earthly chings. They per- 
{wade themſelves that God will oot 


foriake them , nor thruſt away the g.; 


Soul that thirſts after him, and 
loves and deſires him above all, 


and places her Felicity in him ; and 


when ir has moſt prepared her 
ſeif , as a Bride -adorned for her 
Husband , for the other State, and 


is more near to enjoy him , as It 1s 
| when 
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7 when the Death of the Body is 
lYieat. © 


TY .That ſuch a Soul ſhould be cut 
th If from God, and caft into the place 
ky of forgetfulneſs and be no more , 
oY as ſhe ſhould never enjoy God 
i (nor indeed any thing elſe) is nor 
id B's be conceived , it being mani» 
y- o corttrary to che Divine Good- 
nels. 


09 Hath God implanted in Brute Beaſts 
ach and ſuch. Propenſions and In- 
ſtints, Sympathies and Antipathies, 
a the Paſſions of Fear and Averſation , 
the AﬀeCtions of Hope, and Deſire, 
ind Joy, with real and proper Ob- 
ks for them to be reſpeQively 
exerciſed upon ; So that they na- 
turally fear adod avoid what is for 
their hurt, and they hope and de- 
re and delight in what is for their 
welfare and pleaſure ? And. is it to 
& imagined that the ſame Paſſions 
which are implanted by God in 
14 Y**tter and Higher Beings, the Souls 
of Men, and in Holy and renewed 
fouls ( the Beft Souls have not 
| L 2 fuits- 
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ſuiteable Objects for them alſo? Is 
the Hope of enjoyivg God, ard a 
Bleſſed Immortality, and the Future 
State ( and- the, ſoy thence 1ariſing, 
or, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, , Rom. 5, 
the rejoycing in Hope of the Glory of 
God) a vain Hope, a, ,vaig Joy ?. | 
Do the Beit. Men at like. Fools, + | 
and unwilely,,in denying. themſelves 
as. to many advantages, and plea» 
ſures in this World, for an Uropran 
Paradiſe, for a Nothing , for that | 
which is not? Are all the Religious | 
Iaſtints and Propenſions towards 
God , which are - rooted in 'the } 
Souls of Men, and are moſt aQtive, 
in the Souls of Holy, Men, and 6 
ſpecially rowards the end. of their 
Liſe » are they Fruſtranequs and 
Vain ? 


But we cannot imagine things 
to be thus, withour highly reproach- 
ing the Gud of Nature, -God molt 
Wiſe and molt Good, who made «lf 
bis Works ia Wiſaom , ( Pfal. 104. 
24. which Wiſdom reacheth from 
one tnd to annther, and ſweetly ordrrs 
ell thinzs, Wiidom. 8. 1.) and mM 

aw 
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ſaw every-thing : that he had made, 
that .it was gaod ,. wery good (Genel. 
1,) and accordingly fitted every 
Creature for its End .} -which -1t 
knows , and obſerves the proper 
means to attain it ; this Wiſe and 
Good God did not ſurely do other- 
wiſe in making of Man , but he 
hath excellently firted him for the 
Higheſt and Beſt End ; and Holy 
Suuls are in the readieſt capacity 
for it. Hence that in 2 Cor. 5. 5. 
He that -hath- wrought ns for the 
ſelf ſame thing, is God , who alſo 
hath given unto ns the earneft of the 
Sp17it, 


And thus' mitch for "the Argu- 
ments from the light of Reaſon : 
Concerning which, if any ſhall 
objett, That this laſt Argument 
( as allo the former) ſeems not ſo 
much to --prove- -the Reſurrection 
of the Body, as a Life to come, 
or a Bleſſed Immortality of the 
Soul after the Death of the Body ; 
I anſwer, Be it ſo, yet they are 
of force to prove that which _ 

the 
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the | matter in hand ; viz. That 
thoſe who dbound in the Work of the 
Lord,” their | Labour ſhatl not be in 
wain mithe Lord; 
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